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Divinity. 
= 


The substance of a Sermon, delivered in Bath, Maine, July 4, 
1822, before the New-England Annual Conference. 


BY THE REV. ELIJAH HEDDING. 
(Concluded from p. 287.) 


3. We are to prove that Christ is the Eternal Beng. Micah 
v.2. But thou Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be Ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” This is the same form of expres- 9 
sion by which the Eternity of the Father is declared. Psa.xc.2. ~— 
“From everlasting to everlasting thou art God.” And Habak. i. *: 
12. ‘ Art thou not from everlasting, O Lorn, my God?” Yet 
it is applied to the Son again, Prov. viii. 23. “I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.” Jesus 
Christ also says, Rev. i. 11, “Iam Alpha and Omega, ‘the first 
and the last.” Now, as clearly as two of these texts prove that 
the God of the Hebrews is without beginning; so clearly do three 
of them prove that Jesus Christ is without beginning. Again, 
Jehovah declares his Self-Existence and Eternity to Moses, by 
saying, Exod. iii. 14. “Tam tHat I am.” And our Lord ap- 
pears to refer to the same passage, and certainly means the same 
thing, when he says, John viii. 58, ‘Before Abraham was, I 
4m.” In these last words we see the Eternity of Christ, not 
only in their resemblance, and apparent reference to those words 
of Jehovah, by which he declares his’ Eterna] nature, but also, 
in the very circumstances ‘in which they were spoken. Our Lord 
had just told the Jews, verse 56, “ Your father Abraham rejoiced 
to see my day; and he saw it, and was glad.” By which the 
Jews understood him to mean, that he existed when Abrahame 
was on earth; and to which they reply, verse 57, “Thou art’ 
not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?” Then 
our Lord confirmed what they had before understood him to 
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mean; “ Before Abraham was, Yam.” JI am from eternity. 1 
am now, and I was with Abraham, and he acknowledged me as 
his God, and desired me as his Saviour. That the Jews un- 
derstood him to profess that he was the Eternal God, and that 
they meant to punish him for supposed blasphemy according to 
their law, is evident from verse 59, ‘“‘ Then took they up stones 
to cast at him.” From the whole, I think it plainly appears, 
that we have as strong evidence in the Bible, that Christ is Eter- 
nal, as that the God of Abraham is Eternal; and that we ought 
not to doubt the one any more than the other, for he is the same 


Eternal Being. 

4. Christ 1s the Immutable Beng. Immutability is an attri- 
bute peculiar to Jehovah: Mal. iii. 6. ‘For Iam the Lorp, I 
change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 
Compare with this, Heb. xiii. 8, “‘ Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, and to-day, and for ever.” All creatures are subject to 
change, but Christ is always the same; therefore, he is not a 
mere creature, but he is that very Immutable Being who says, I 
change not. In Heb. i. 12, St. Paul quotes the following words 
of the Psalmist, and applies them to Christ: ‘Thou art the same, 
and thy years shall not fail.” This could be said of no other 
being but the unchangeable God. 

5. Christ ts the Omniscient Being. John xvi. 30. “ Now are 
we sure that thou knowest all things.” John ii. 24, 25. “ But 
Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all 
men, and needed not that any should testify of man; for he knew 
what was in man.” Peter said to Jesus, John xxi. 17, “ Lord, 
thou knowest all things.” Did Christ know all things? did he 
know all men? did he know what was in man, even the thoughts 
of the heart? was it true that he needed no information respect- 
ing man, because he knew him perfectly? ‘Then he was more 
than man;—more than an angel ;—yea, the Omniscient God him- 
self: for all these things could be affirmed of none else. Again 
Christ says, Rev. ii. 23, “I am he which searcheth the reins and 
hearts.” These are the words by which David declared the 
Omnniscience of God: Psal. vii. 9. “The righteous God trieth 
the hearts and reins.” Can you believe, my brethren, that our 
Blessed Lord would have used the same words respecting his own 
knowledge, by which David had set forth the infinite knowledge 
of God, unless he intended we should believe he was the Omni- 
scient God? Impossible! None but the Supreme God knows all 
things; but Christ knows all things;—therefore, Christ is the 
Supreme God. 

6. Christ is the Omnipresent Being. John xiv. 23. “If any 
man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” 
Because men love Christ, God the Father will love them; which 
éertainly would not be said if Christ were only a creature. Also, 
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the Son will come with the Father, and they both will make their 
abode with the souls who love Christ. How could this be done 
if Christ were only a finite being? Suppose there are persons 
who love Christ in several distant parts of the earth at the same 
time ; none but the Omnipresent Being could be with them all at 
once; for a finite being can be only in one place at the same time. 
How then could Christ, in truth and sincerity, promise all these 
things, unless he were the Omnipresent God? Besides, what 
awful words would these be for a mere creature, however, digni- 
fied, to use respecting himself! What, a man, promising his fel- 
low man, “I will come with God to you, and we will make our 
abode with you!” What need has God of the company and help 
of a man to attend him in being present with his people, and in 
blessing them? If Jesus Christ ever spake these words, he is the 
Omnipresent God. Again, Mat. xviii. 20. “ For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” Matt. xxviii. 20. “ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” When our Saviour spake the words last 
mentioned, he had just commanded the Apostles to go and teach 
all nations, and here he promises to be with them all, and all 
their successors, to the ae of the world. When our Lord made 
this promise, his body was raised from the dead, his soul and 
body were about ascending up to heaven; and, therefore, he 
could have meant nothing else, by promising to be with his min- 
isters to the end of the world, than to show them that he possessed 
the Divine nature, which was present in every place, and would 
be with them, through all nations; even to the end of the world. 
Further, John iii. 13.“ And no man hath ascended up to hea- 
ven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of Man 
which is in heaven.” Here you see, the incarnation of Christ is 
represented under the notion of his coming down from heaven, to 
dwell upon earth; and, lest a wrong meaning should be taken 
from the expression, and it should be imagined that in order to 
manifest himself upon earth, he must necessarily leave heaven ; 
our blessed Lord qualifies it by adding, the Son of Man who is 
in heaven; declaring he is in heaven and on earth at the same 
time; pdinting out by this, the Ubiquity or Omnipresence of his 
nature; an attribute essentially belonging to God; for no being 
can possibly exist in more places than one at a time, but that God 
who fills the heavens and the earth. From these passages it plainly 
appears, that as none but the Omnipresent God can be in every 
place at the same time, and as Christ is in every place .at once; 
therefore, Christ is the Omnipresent God. 

7. Christ ts the Omnipotent Being. He declares, Rev. i. 8. 
“TY am’—"the Almighty.” Matt. xxviii. 18. “ All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth.” John v. 19, 21. “For 
what things soever he” (the Father) “ doeth, these also doeth the 
Son likewise.” ‘For as the Father raiseth the dead, and quick- 
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eneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.” There 
is but one Almighty Being; but one who has all power in heaven 
and 1n earth; but one, who by his own power can raise the dead. 
But Christ is Almighty, has all power, can raise the dead, even 
whom he will: therefore, he is that Almighty Being. 

8. Christ 1s the proper Olject of worship. ‘The church is 
commanded to worship him. Psalm xlv. 11. ‘ He is thy Lord, 
and worship thou him.” If any one doubt whether Christ is here 
held up as the Being whom we should worship, let him compare — 
the whole of this Psalm with Heb. i.°8. Angels also are com- 
manded to worship him. Heb. i. 6. “ When he bringeth in the 
first Begotten into the world, he saith, and Jet all the angels of 
God worship him.” Christ made it the duty of all men to wor- 
ship him. John v. 23. “That all men should honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father.” Our Lord taught the people 
to pray to him for the influence and comforts of the Holy Spirit. 
John iv. 10. “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith to thee, give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked 
of him, and he would have given thee living water.” That it is 
the duty of men to pray to Christ for living water, is evident, not 
only from the construction of the verse, but also from verse 14: 
‘Whosoever drinketh of the water that J shall give him, shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shal] give him, shall be in him 
a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” And what our 
Saviour means by living water, for which we should pray to hin, 
is plain from John vii. 39; where, when he promised the leing 
water to those who believed on him, the Evangelist says, ‘‘ This 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should 
receive.” Does it not follow from these words of Christ, that 
those who know him will pray to him for living water? And 1s 
it not just to infer also, that if men do not pray to him, it is 
because they do not know him in his true character ? 

And as Christ required the people to worship him, those who 
believed on him did not scruple the propriety of performing that 
great duty. One said. John ix. 38, “ Lord, I believe. And he 
worshipped him.” The inspired apostles did the same. Matt. 
xiv. 33. “Then they that were in the ship caine and wogshipped 
him.” After his resurrection, they offered Christ the same ser- 
vice. Luke xxiv. 52. “ They worshipped him.” Ip worship- 
ping Christ the Apostles prayed to him for blessings which none 
but God could give, saying, Luke xvii. 5, Lord, “ increase our 
faith.” Dying Stephen, full of faith, and of the Holy Ghost, did 
not doubt the propriety of praying to Christ, nor the safety of 
committing his departing spirit in his Saviour’s hands; Acts vil. 
59. “ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” The inhabitants of heaven 
offered the same honour to the Son they did to the Father. Rev. 
v. 13. “Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
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and ever.” Here observe, men and angels were eommanded to 
worship Christ, inspired Apostles worshipped him on earth, saints 
and angels worshipped him in heaven ; and all these acts of de- 
yotion never would have been performed, had he not been the 
proper Object of worship. 

Consider farther, all these beings were prohibited rornypens 
any other heing but the Supreme God. Exod. xx. 3, 5. “'Thow 
shalt have no other gods before me.”—“ Thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them, nor serve them.” Christ himself enforced 
this prohibition. Matt, iv. 10. “It is written, thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” Say now, 
how could Christ require the same honour to be paid to him, that 
was paid to the Father, unless he were God ? How could inspired 
saints on earth, and saints and angels in heaven, worship him, 
unless they knew him to be God? ‘The word of God had said, 
Exod. xxii. 20, “He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto 
the Lorp only, he shall be utterly destroyed.” If Christ were 
not the True God, and if the Apostles worshipped him, they knew 
the law of God condemned them to temporal and eternal death 
for worshipping an idol; and that the Jewish rulers were under 
an obligation to put them to death for this crime. 

Christ also knew whether the Apostles were worshipping an 
idol, or not, when they were offering their devotions to him. And 
if he had not been the True God, he would have refused to 
receive such worship, and rebuked the Apostles for their “‘ abomt- 
nable cdolatries.” But notwithstanding he was so frequently wor- 
shipped, he never once gave the least intimation that such wor- 
ship was wrong, nor said a single word to prevent it; but said 
and did every thing to encourage it; he was, therefore, the pro- 
per Object of worship. 

Suffer me to make one remark more on this point. Moses 
and the Prophets, Christ and the Apostles, were sent into the 
world to put down idolatry, and te-establish the worship of the 
True God. But if Christ were not the True God, then he and 
the Apostles, in uniting to establish his worship, combined to 
establish idolatry ; just as bad an idolatry as that of the Pagans. 
But this conduct, combining to establish idolatry, would have 
been utterly inconsistent with their character, therefore, they 
were never guilty of it; consequently, Christ, whose worship they 
established, is the proper Object of worship. 

9. Christ is the Creator of all things. John i. 3. ‘ All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 
that was made.” ‘This passage, taken in connexion with our 
text, which it immediately follows, wherein it is asserted that the 
Word was in the beginning, and that he made all things, appears 
to have reference to Gen. i. 1. ‘In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.” The one, therefore, as plainly shows 
that the Word created all things in the beginning, as the other 
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does that God created the heaven and the earth in the beginning ; 
and both Sgt prove that God and the Word are the same 
Being; the Creator of all things. No being can have created 
himself; but the Word created all things; therefore, he was 
not created, but is the uncreated God. 

Again Heb. i. 8, 10. “But unto the Son, he saith,”—* Thou, 
Lord, in the beginning hast Jaid the foundation of the earth; and 
the heavens are the works of thy hands.” If the Son laid the 
foundation of the earth, and if the heavens be the works of his 
hands; then certainly, he is the same Being of whom it is said 
in the first verse of the Bible, God created the heaven and the 
earth. But hear the word of eternal truth once more. Col i. 16. 
** For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be*thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created 
by him, and for him.” Whoever will compare this text with the 
context, will easily perceive, that the Apostle is speaking of 
Christ. And I desire you all to observe, how positively he de- 
clares that Christ created all things. And, as though he foresaw 
that this truth would be denied; he adds, all things in heaven 
and in earth, visible and invisible. And, lest it should be said he 
was only employed by the Father to create for him, the Apostle 
affirms that Christ created all things for himself. I cannot con- 
ceive that it is possible for words to declare more strongly than 
these do, that Christ is the Creator of all things. If Christ had not 
been God, and yet created all things, then God created nothing ; 
but God created all things, and Christ created all things; there- 
fore God and Christ are one Being: the Creator of all things. 

10. Christ 1s the Upholder of all things. Ceol. i. 17. “ And by 
him all things consist.” Hebrews i. 3. “ Upholding all things by 
the word of his power.” Can any of you believe that any being 
less than the Almighty God, can uphold all things by the word of 
his power? Dare yourisk yourselves in any other hands? No:— 
then you must believe that Christ is the Almighty God, for he 
upholds you by the word of his own power. If Christ be not God, 
and yet upholds all things; then God upholds nothing ; but God 
upholds all things, and Christ upholds all things : therefore, God 
and Christ are the same Being, by whom all things consist. 

Now, my brethren, I think the Supreme Divinity of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ is fairly proved, by many unequivocal 
testimonies of the word of God. You have observed that the 
same titles, attributes, and works, which are ascribed to God the 
Father, are also ascribed to God the Son. And in all these texts, 
and in many more which might have been mentioned, it 15 
represented that they as properly belong to the Son as to the 
Father; without the least intimation that they are attributed to 
him by way of accommodation, or, on account of his appointment 
to any office: but plainly showing that they are ascribed to the 
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one, the same as they are to the other. If these Scriptures do 
not prove that Jesus Christ is the Supreme Gon, it is impossible 
to prove by the Bible that there is any such Being in the uni- 
verse : for there are no passages which more positively declare 
that there is such a Being, than these do that Christ is that Being. 
If these passages do not prove, that those attributes which we 
have supposed to belong to God, really belong to Christ; then 
there are no Scriptures that prove they belong to any being in 
existence: for no portions of the word of God show more plainly, 
that they belong to any. being, than these do, that they belong to 
Christ. Again, if these testimonies of the word of God do not 
prove, that the works which we suppose to have been done by 
God, were really performed by Christ; then there are no Scrip- 
tures which prove that they were ever done by any being: for no 
Scriptures declare more plainly, that God did them, than these 
do that Christ did them. Finally, if these Scriptures do not 
prove that Jesus Christ is really the Supreme God, no proposition 
whatever can be proved by the Bible: for no proposition can be 
named, in support of which the Scriptures speak more decisively, 
than they do in support of this; and if the Bible cannot be 
believed respecting this doctrine, it cannot be believed in any 
thing it says of another world. 

The subject, then, is brought to this point—we must either 
renounce the Bible, and go back with the Pagans to the dim light 
of nature to be instructed respecting God and religion, or we must 
believe what it declares of Curist Jesus our Lorp. 

Now, my brethren, what say you? Are you prepared to give 
up the Bible? Are you willing to be Pagans or Deists? No: 
you are Christians ;—Christians by conviction and choice. You 
believe that the Almighty Being who made you, has redeemed 
you. You believe in the Unity of the Godhead. Not that there 
are two gods, or three gods; but that Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost are One Gop: one in essence, though three in Persons, 
or modes of existence. You are, therefore, consistent Unitarians: 
for a Unitarian is a believer in one God. 

Whereas those who deny the Supreme Divinity of Christ, and 
yet believe the Bible, are not Unitarians. For they must be- 
lieve that Christ is God in some sense, if they suppose him such 
only by office; and if they believe he is God in any other sense 
whatever, than that in which we have proved him to be, and if 
they believe 1n Him as the Scriptures require them to do; then 
~ believe, at least, in two gods: a Supreme God, and a seconda- 
ry God! 

The faith we entertain in our Lord and Master, is perfectly 
consistent with his whole life. 

It is true, that in a few instances, when speaking of his human 
nature, or of his office as Mediator, he represents himself less 
than the Father ; but he always does this in such a manner, or 
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in such circumstances, as to make it appear that he speaks of his 
humanity or of his office, as Mediator, showing us at the same 
time, that what he says on this point is not inconsistent with his 
Supreme Divinity. Take’an example. ‘“ My Father is greater 
than I.” These are suitable words for the Eternal Word to use 
in the time of his humiliation. But for the highest creature in 
the universe, it would be a haughty piece of humility to say,— 
God is greater than I. What should we think of Moses, Isaiah, 
or Paul, had one of them said so? And if Jesus were only a 
man, as some say, admitting him to be higher than any man on 
earth, or than any angel in heaven, how would he appear saying, 
God is greater than [2 What comparison can there be between 
the Infinite God and any creature? 

The conduct, conversation, and preaching of Christ, were cal- 
culated to lead the people into a belief of his Divinity. He 
wrought his miracles in his own name. He used the same lan- 
guage respecting himself, that the God of the Hebrews had done 
respecting himself. Before Abraham was, I am. He claimed 
equal honours with the Father. He professed to be able to do 
what none but God could do. The Son quickeneth whom he will. 
The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
hear shall live. All that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth. He could lay down and take up the life of 
his body at pleasure, by his own power, “I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again.” He spake of this 
power as an evidence of his Divinity. ‘If I do not the works of 
my Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not 
me, believe the works; that ye may know and believe that the 
Father is in me, and I in him.” He speaks of himself as being 
of the same essence with the Father, by saying, “ He that be- 
lieveth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me.” 
“If ye had known me, ye should have knéwn my Father also.” 
He that.seeth me, seeth him that sent me. 

Christ prohibited the people serving any other but the true 
God, ‘“ Him only shalt thou serve.” Yet he frequently required 
them to serve him, love him, &c. He commanded them to place 
the same confidence in him, they placed in the Father. John 
xiv. 1. “ Ye believe in God, believe also in me.” And all these 
duties he enforced, by promising to give them the greatest possi- 
ble blessings ;—blessings which none but God could give. “I 
will give you rest.”—J will receive you unto myself. “If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name,'I will do it.” I give unto them eter- 
nal life. Iwill raise him up in the last day. “ He that believeth 
in'me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 

He speaks of himself as having authority to send the Holy 
Spirit. “ But if I depart, I will send him unto you.”—* He shall 
glorify me; for he shall recewe of mine, and shall show it unto 
vou.” 
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Consider how Christ uniformly condemned ostentation, and 
recommended humility. Hear him say to his disciples, Be not 
ye called Rabbi—neither be ye called Masters.. Then hear him 
speak of himself: ‘ For one,is your Master, even Christ.”—* Ye 
call me Master, and Lord, and ye say well; for so I am.” 

If Jesus Christ were God, all. these declarations respecting him- 
self appear consistent, rational, and sublime. But call him a 
mere creature, and you change the character from the highest 
state of glory to the lowest state of degradation and wretchedness. 
For then, instead of appearing to us, as that merciful and power- 
ful God he represented himself to be, he comes forward only as 
the son of Joseph and Mary, only as Jesus of Nazareth; a mere 
man!—yet assuming the authority of God, claiming all the hon- 
ours and services God claimed, professing to do all that God did, 
promising in his own name all that God promised, even blessings 
which none but God could bestow, making himself equal with 
God! In this view of him, it is’ impossible for us to believe he 
was a good man. 

Farther, viewing him as a mere creature, if we could believe 
he was a good man, and if we could keep our souls from being 
chilled with horror at his high-sounding pretensions, what excel- 
lency could we see in him, superior to that of many other ser- 
vants of God? If he were but a creature, he made no atonement 
for sin, which, I believe, all allow who deny his Divinity. Take 
away the divinity and the atonement, and wherein, | ask again, is 
he superior to the other servants of God? Leave him destitute of 
these excellencies, and he falls at once into a level with the rest 
of his fellow creatures. He taught no more than Moses had taught 
before him; he brought no new light into the world, though he 
said, he was the light of the world. Is it said, he set a good ex- 
ample ? So did other servants of God. You reply, he laboured 
for the good of mankind.. Moses did more for the Hebrews than 
he did. Paul laboured more abundantly. Jesus preached three 
or four years: Paul preached about thirty years. Jesus preached 
only through Palestine: Clement says, Paul preached in the 
East, and to the uttermost bounds of the West. Did Jesus work 
miracles? Paul probably wrought more, for he lived longer; and 
if both were only men, both were equally dependant for the power 
by which they wrought them. ‘ But Jesus died for sinners.” 
Hold! This strange doctrine says he did not die to atone for sin, 
he died only as martyr! So did Isaiah: so did Paul. But it is 
further stated, ‘‘ He is the Son of God.” God has other sons 
besides him: and if he be only a.man, we do not believe our 
heavenly Father placed him so much above his brethren, as he 
represents himself to be; Paul was a son of God also. Finally, 
making Jesus the character to which we have alluded, Paul did 
more for the salvation of mankind than Jesus did; and we are 
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under greater obligations to Paul than to Jesus! Exclude the 
Divinity and the atonement, and every thing that is said in the 
Bible about salvation by Christ, is a mere sound of words.— 
Paul saved us in the same sense Jesus did, and suffered more to 
accomplish the work than Jesus did! ) 

Again, Supposing Jesus to have been the mere creature many 
imagine he was, it is no wonder the Jews were offended at the 
high pretensions he set up. They understood those pretensions 
to be blasphemy, often accused him of. that crime, and supposed 
their law, Lev. xxiv. 16, required them to put him to death. And 
if he were only a man, who can prove that the Jews had not good 
reasons for attempting to kill him, because he made himself equal 
with God? Such are the shocking consequences of denying the 
Divinity of Christ. 

But, my brethren, we are not led away with these derogatory 
views of the Son of God. We believe he is that Rock on which 
the church is built, and by which it is supported, so that the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. ‘For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Then let us 
cleave to him with all our hearts; holding the beginning of our 
confidence stedfast unto the end. 

elieving Christ was what he professed to be, we respect the 
faith of the Apostles, and admire their conduct when they wor- 
shipped him, and preached him to the world as an Almighty 
Saviour, able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him; and when they wrought miracles in his name, calling#on the 
people to believe in him, encouraging them to expect he weuld 
pardon their sins, send down the Holy Spirit to sanctify their 
natures, and save their souls. 

These views of Christ carried the Apostles among Jews and 
Heathen, by land and water, through prisons, blood and fire, 
among wild beasts, crosses and gibbets, to pluck human souls as 
brands from the fire. By these views, the faithful servants of 
God, from the Apostles down till now, have been animated and 
rendered success!ul in preaching Christ crucified to a dying world. 

Then, my brethren, let us go forward, in the name of our 
Almighty Master, and vindicate his injured honour; and, by the 
best of our ability, to the end of life, maintain his cause, by doing 
all in our power to be the means of saving the souls he pur- 
chased by his blood. 

Let us conclude, by adopting the words of the Holy Spirit, 
which St. Paul used in prayer to the THREE PERsons of the 
ADORABLE Trinity. “ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion ox the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all.” Amen. 
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Biography. 
— 
From the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine. 


MEMOIR OF MR. SAMUEL BEAVEN : 
BY THE REV. SAMUEL LEAR. 


Mr. SamveL Beaven was born at Fullway, near Devizes, 
Wilts, Sept. 7th, 1795. His opening mind was well cultivated, 
and in him the advantages of a religious education were striking! 
exemplified. Though he was not truly converted to Gon till ch 
sixteenth year of his age, yet he feared the Lorp from a child, 
and was thereby preserved from many youthful vices and follies. 
Taught by the advice and example of his excellent parents ‘to 
revere the Sabbath, and to frequent the house of Gop, his heart, 
like Lypta’s, was gently opened under the ministry of the word ; 
and a deep conviction of his guilt and depravity ensued. But b 
the power of temptation he was induced to defer the great work 
of seeking salvation to what he vainly supposed might prove “a 
more convenient season.” While in this procrastinating temper, 
his fears were greatly alarmed by the voice of JeHovan, which 
he heard in the tremendous thunders of the year 1810. About 
this time, also, a sermon which he heard preached by the Rey. 
G. WHEELER, Curate of Steeple-Ashton, Wilts, came “ in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and in power.” His language now was, 


“ Guilty [ stand before thy face ; 
On me I feel thy wrath abide ; 
Tis just the sentence should take place,— 
‘Tis just, but, O, thy Son hath died !” 


Some time after this, Mx. Wesiey’s Sermons were providentially 
put into his hands, which he read with great attention and profit. 
From them he learned the way of faith in Curist more perfectly ; 
and was soon afterwards made a partaker of that peace which 
results only from the knowledge of salvation by the remisSion of 
sins. Having now received the “Spirit of adoption,” he was 
enabled to “ rejoice in the Lorp,” and for a considerable time 
enjoyed ajmost uninterrupted tranquility .of mind. In the same 
year, (1811,) after mature deliberation, he joined the Methodist 
Society in the Melksham Circuit ;—was-subsequently appointed 
to the offices of Class-Leader and Steward ;—and was very ac- 
tive, conscientious, and useful. Mr. B. now more than ever evinced 
a pious anxiety to be conformed in all things to the “ good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of Gop.” To this end, he read the 
Scriptures daily, and searched them with indefatigable attention 
and much prayer. Nor did he “ hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness.” With him it was a laudable maxim, to which he strove in 
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all things to adhere, unhesitatingly to follow the divine will where- 
ever he saw it, leaving all consequences with the Lorn. ‘To evil- 
speaking, whispering, and detraction, he was a determined enemy. 
Possessing a large share of the “ charity” which “ believeth” and 
‘‘ hopeth all things,” he was slow to credit evil of any, and he 
“spake evil of no man.” In the circle of his friends, Mr. Bea- 
VEN’S conscientious punctuality and steady perseverance in every 
thing which he undertook from a conviction of duty, were pro- 
verbial ; and by those who walked with him to the House of Gon, 
met with him in Class, and acted with him in teaching and mana- 
ging Sunday-Schools, they will long be remembered with great 
gespect, In the judgment of some, it is true, he laid too much 
stress upon what they called “little things,” especially with refer- 
ence to his mode of treating himself. In dress he was singularl 
pen, and he lived in the daily practice of a most rigid self denial 

ut those who had the best opportunities of judging, knew that in 
this he was guided by the best of motives. 

In April, 1816, Mr. Beaven began to keep a Diary; and at 
that period the subject of Christian Holiness engaged his principal 
attention. Believing Entire Sanctification to be a privilege at- 
tainable in this life, and anxious to love the Lorp Jesus Curist 
with all his heart, and mind, and soul, and strength, he cried 
mightily to Gop to cleanse him “from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit.” On this subject he wrote thus to a pious friend in 
Wiltshire, in a letter dated “‘ May 15th, 1816 :— 


On Sunday, April 28th, having an hour to spend alone, I 
determined to go to Gop, and lay my case before him, earnestly 
desiring then to receive the grace 1 so much needed. After pray- 
ing and meditating for some time, these words were powerfully 
applied to my mind, ‘ How much more will your heavenly Father 
give the Hoty Spirit to them that ask him.’ I besought him, 
for the sake of Jesus Cuarist, so to fill my heart with love to him, 
and to all my fellow-creatures, that I might not feel any passion, 
temper, disposition, or affection, inconsistent therewith. And ever 
since that time, I have, by the help of Gop, trusted in him; and 
received what I asked. Pray for me that my faith fail not; for 
in my Gop is all my help.” 


The following Extract from his Diary will show that Mr. B. 
was enabled to stand fast in this glorious liberty :— 


* Sept. 21st, 1819.—I have been led to consider whether [ am 
really free from all ‘‘the carnal mind ;”—whether I am so entirely 
purified, as to be filled with the love of Gop: And I have satis- 
factory evidence, that Gop hath answered my prayer to that 
extent. For a long time past, I have not found any thing in my 
heart, contrary to perfect love to Gop and man.” 
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Before he entered into this high state of grace, his mind had 
sometimes been staggered by the seeming impossibility of com- 
plying with the exhortation addressed by Sr. Pau to the Thes- 
salonians: “ Rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing, and in 
every thing give thanks.” But now, being “filled with the 
Spirit,” his doubts with reference to its practicability were all 
removed. ee 

About this period, Mr. B. felt a strong conviction that it was 
his duty to employ himself in some more extensive sphere of use- 
fulness ; and having long been drawn out in strong desire for the 
salvation of the heathen, it now came into his heart, (and he be- 
lieved that the inclination was from Gop,) while reflecting upon 
their moral degradation and wretchedness for want of the know- 
ledge of the Gospel, to leave his native country, and devote him- 
self to the work of the Lorn in some part of the pagan world.— 
In making up his mind, however, upon matters of importance, Mr. 
Beaven always used great caution. In this instance he sincerely 
sought, by much prayer and fasting, by searching the Scriptures, 
and by consultation with Christian friends, to discover the path 
of duty ; and the result was, a full conviction that he was called 
toserve the cause of Curis? in a foreign clime.. South Africa 
was the interesting scene of labour to which he bent his atten- 
tion; and the circulation of the Holy Scriptures among the various 
tribes of that country, in their own tongues, was the particular 
object to which he determined to devote himself. Many judicious 
friends, with whom Mu. B. conversed upon the subject, considered 
him to be eminently qualified for such a work. His capacity was 
considerable; and his education respectable. He had also shown 
an aptness in acquiring languages, which, together with his habits 
of industry, self-denial, and perseverance, appeared to point him 
out as fit to encounter the difficulties of the task which he.contem- 
, plated. The execution of his project was, however, a matter 
, involved in great difficulty. Though not devoted to the Ministry, 
, he would gladly have gone out under the direction of the Wes- 
> 7 leyan Missionary Society; but, on laying his case before the 
| General Committee, he was informed that, upon his plan, they 
: could not receive him as one of their labourers. Yet the object. 
of furnishing a large portion of the human race. in South Africa, 
with the word of Gow in their own language, as the means of 
knowing Him whom to know is eternal life, appeared to him so 
desirable, that the zeal of it had “ eaten him up;” and his hap- 
piness in this world seemed to depend, in a great measure, upon 
his doing what he could towards its accomplishment. In the 
mean time, he calmly waited in expectation that Providence 
Would open his way. At length all difficulties were removed, by 
the pecuniary generosity of his Father; and, on the 7th of Octo- 
ber, 1821, he embarked for the (‘ape of Good Hope, where he 
landed in safety on the 28th of December following. 
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His righteous soul was daily “vexed with the filthy conversa- 
tion” of some with whom he had to associate during the passage ; 
yet, he was enabled to conduct himself with so much propriety, 
as a man of Gop, as soon to conciliate the esteem of the Captain 
and passengers. On the second Sunday after their embarkation, 
he succeeded, with some difficulty, in having divine service per- 
formed on board ; and, by the request of the Captain, read the 
prayers himself. After this, he was chosen, by common consent, 
to be their Chaplain for the voyage. - This gave him influence 
with all on board, and furnished him with opportunities of endea- 
vouring to benefit their souls, which he was anxious prudently to 
improve. And it may be hoped, that the bread which he thus 
cast upon the waters will be seen after many days. In his Diary, 


Mr. B. writes thus :— 


‘October 19.—Most of those with whom I have to associate 
are quite wicked, taking Gop’s name in vain. Horrid oaths and 
bitter curses are their common expressions; but, amidst all, I 
hold faith and a good conscience. ‘Thanks be unto Gop for his 
unspeakable gift.’ 

“Dec. 25th.—I do not know that there is one pious person on 
board besides myself. And have I stood my ground amidst so 
much opposition? Am I uninfected amidst so much contagion? 


Thanks to my heavenly Faruer! 


‘ His mighty name hath been My safeguard and my tower ; 
Hath sav’d me from the world and sin, And all the Accuser’s power :’ 


Thanks be unto Gop, he hath kept me by his mighty power hith- 
erto, and he hath also purified and strengthened my faith.” 


Mr. Beaven’s first plan, in reference to his labours in South 
Africa, was, to have proceeded almost immediately into the inte- 
rior, in order to join Mr. B. Saw, at the Khamies-Berg Mission, 
and to give him as much help in the instruction of the natives as 
he could, consistently with his leading objects,—the study of the 
native languages, and the translation of the Scriptures. But, on 
his arrival at the Cape, he learned from Mr. Suaw that Khamies- 
Berg would not be the best place for the prosecution of those 
objects. He then hesitated whether he should turn his attention 
to Caffraria, or to the Boschuana Land; but, in a few days, 
Divine Providence appeared to open his way to the latter country. 
Joun Metvitte, Esa. a member of Dr. Puiiie’s Church, at 
Cape Town, informed him, that in about three months he was 
going to reside at Griqua-Town, as a Government-Agent ; and 
pad no objection to engage him as a Tutor in his family, and to 
take him to Griqua-Town on his way to the Boschuanas. After 
consulting Mr. Snax and Mr. Hopeson on the subject, Mr. B. 
thankfully accepted Mr. Metvinur’s offer. The following Ex- 
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tracts from his Diary will show the state of his mind during his 
stay at the Cape; and also how fully his attention was occupied 
by the great work he had in view :-— : 


“ Jan. 11th, 1822.—Messrs. Suaw, Hopeson, and MELVILLE, 
take a lively interest in my object, the study of the South-African 
languages, &c.; and have hopes that good will result from my 
endeavours. 

“ 18th.—Being myself reconciled to Gop through the mediation 
of Curist, and enabled to call him my Father by the Hoy - 
Guost, I am anxious to promote his kingdom, and willing to suf- 
fer his will. 


“‘ This day be bread and peace my lot : 
All else, beneath the sun, 
He knows if best bestow’d or not ; 
And let his will be done.’ 


“ Feb. 8th.—Here is a large country, the extent of which is 
not known to Europeans,—inhabited by a numerous people, speak- 
ing the same language,—who have no religion either true or false, 
—with only two or three Missionaries amongst them,—and not 
one of them able to speak the language. And yet these are to 
hear the Gospel preached, and to bé taught ‘to do all things 
whatsoever’ Curist hath § commanded.’ ere is work, here is 
labour! And they have no objection, it seems, to receive teach- 
ers. But it is asked, ‘ Have they any desire to receive them ?’ 
They have no doubt a desire for happiness, and to those who 
know the happiness of loving Gop, this isa call. ‘Freely ye 
have received, freely give.’ —‘ But how can we communicate this 
happiness to them?’ What means were used to. communicate it 
to you? Were you not taught to read the Bible, and made ac- 
quainted with Curist’? Then come and tell them about Cuaisrt, 
and teach them to read the Bible. Or, if you cannot come your- 
self, help some one who cannot come without’ your assistance.” 


On the 28th of March, Mr. Beaven set out in high spirits, 
with Mr. Mevvinve and his family, for Griqua-Town. But how 
short-sighted is man, and how inexplicable are the ways of God! 
His constitution was not able to bear the privations and hardships 
inseparable from the mode of travelling in that part of South 
Africa through which their journey lay. Though Mr. Me.vitie 
took two wagons, yet, having a large family and much luggage, Mr. 
Beaven seldom rode. He had to travel many miles every day 
on foot; and slept in the open air, either amongst the rushes or 
under the wagon, with very scanty means of screening himself 
from the cold nightly breezes and occasional rains. He was also 
necessarily confined to a kind of food which was both unsuitable 
and unpleasant to him. These circumstances so affected him, as 
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to induce a fever, accompanied with great debility, which soon 
terminated his mortal existence. In his Diary, Mn. Beavey 
speaks of Mr. Metvitie in very high terms of respect and 
affection, as an eminently pious and excellent man; and makes 
rateful mention of the kindness which he received from him 
during his illness. The following are Extracts of.a Letter written 
by Ma. Metvixze to Mr. Beaven, Sew., in Wiltshire, giving an 
account of his son’s sickness and death :— 


“ Beaufort Village, N. E. of Cape-Town, May 3d, 1822. 


“Tt is probable you may have received intelligence ere this, 
that your son, Mr. Samvet Beraven, was to have accompanied 
me to the Boschuana Country. It afforded me great pleasure to 
give him some assistance in forwarding his object, which I con- 
sidered to be the advancement of our blessed Repremen’s king- 
dom. In this part of the world there is a wide field for the exer- 
tions of men of various talents and qualifications; and I would 
rank those amongst the most useful, who are apt to Jearn a barba- 
rous language, and who possess abilities for the translation of the 
Scriptures. I rejoiced to think that another instrument was to be 
added to the number of those already employed in pulling down 
the strong holds of Satan. But how little do we short-sighted 
creatures know of the instruments Gop will employ in the’ con- 
version of the world! The Loxp hath done great things for 
Africa. Many have been turned from ‘darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto Gop.’ Yet the present prospect 
in the Boschuana Country is, to the human eye, dark and dis- 
couraging. As Christians, we must be prepared for mysterious 
dispensations; and, with the Bible in our hands, we do not need 
to be ‘troubled and shaken in mind,’ even in the time of storm 
and tempest. Believing you to be a Christian, I do not need 
to fear that the painful information, which I have to communicate, 
will cause you to sorrow as those without hope; for you know 
that as ‘Jesus died and rose again, even so, them also which 
sleep in Jesus will Gop bring with him.’ This will be to you a 
source of consolation, when you hear that your son is no more in 
the land of the living, to glorify Gop in his feeble body, but is 

one home to join in the new song of praise before the Throne 
fot ever and ever. Thus, dear Sir, it devolves upon me, to give 
you an account of his end.” 


After stating that excessive fatigue, want of sleep, and deficiency 
of nourishment, brought on the fever which ended so speedily in 
Mr. Beaven’s death, Mr. Metvitte adds :— 


“ On the morning of April the 8th, we ascended a steep hill, 
which is the commencement of the Harroo Desert. Mr. Beaven 
here complained of weakness, and said he. could hardly get up 
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the hill. Our road now lay through a desert, where there was 
scarcely any thing for our oxen either to eat or drink. This 
obliged us to make long stages, and to travel principally in the 
night. Having travelled nearly twenty-five miles on the 9th, Mr. 
Beaven’s fever and debility were greatly increased. He could not 
be prevailed upon to sit on the wagon, till his strength quite failed 
him, which was when we were within three or four days of this 
place. We arrived here on the 20th, late in the evening; and he 
immediately went to bed in the Landrost’s house, and took medi- 
cine. The fever had now been increasing upon him for twelve or 
thirteen days, and frequently during that time he had walked from 
fifteen to twenty miles a day. His weakness, therefore, was very 
great. On the 24th, Mn. Hemmine wrote by post to the Physician, 
at Graaf-Reinet, a village one hundred and thirty miles*from this, 
giving the best description he could of the disease, and requesting 
him to send medicine and advice by return of post. Some medi- 
cines were sent accordingly and administered, but without the 
least effect. A few days before his death, I asked him if he were 
happy and at peace with Gop. He answered, ‘ Yes, yes, I am 
happy.’ I frequently asked as to the state of his mind, and he 
generally said in few words, that he was happy, and quite resigned 
to the will of Gop.” 


Twice, however, it appears, during his illness, Mr. B. was 
ealled to sustain a severe conflict with the Tempter. But he cried 
to the Lorn, and was heard ; the snare was soon broken, and he 
was enabled again to triumph. Mr. Mexvitte observes,— 


“ As I was standing by his bed, he suddenly called out aloud, 
‘O, Mr. Metvitte, the snare is broken; Satan has been tempt- 
ing me, and would have robbed me of my confidence in Gop ; 
he disposed me to reason about my present state, and represented 
every thing in the most gloomy colours. I now feel my confidence 
restored, and}am happy and resigned to the will of God.’ Mrs. 
Me.viue asked, if he thought he should recover; he replied, ‘If 
I die, I shall go to heaven.’ She asked again, if he had no pros- 
pect of recovering ; to this he said, ‘I leave it to the Lorp ; but 
ifI die I shall go to heaven.’ He exchanged mortality for life, on 
the Ist of May, 1822, at seven o’clock in the evening.” 


Mr. B. died in the twenty-seventh year of his age. Thus his 
“sun went down while it was yet day.” ‘The following Extract 
from his Will, dated’ Apri] 22d, 1822, shows, that though, in the 
order of an inscrutable Providence, he was not permitted to put 
his hand to that work which lay so near his heart, and for which 
he had made so many sacrifices, yet he did what he could for the 
Spiritual interests of South Africa:—“I give and bequeath to the 
Superintendent of the Wesleyan Missions, in South Africa, the 
whole of my property remaining after the eres expenses of 


my funeral, &c., are defrayed, in trust for the said Missions.” 
Vox. VIL. 43 
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From the Wesleyan Methodist Magasine. 


REMARKS ON SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, AND ON THE CASE OF 
THE OLD PROPHET, MENTIONED IN 1 KINGS: CH. XIII. 


Ir has long appeared to me of some importance, that we should 
distinctly remember that the Bible (Ff mean particularly the Old 
Testament) is not a Book of Biography :—by which I mean, that 
ho individuals are mentioned, either as to their character or con- 
duct, but only as erther relates to the general history, which history, 
in its ultimate aim, isthe revelation of the MepiatTor, and the 
preparation for his advent, as Mrssiau. 

I am well persuaded that this principle, clearly laid down as 
preparatory to the reading of the historical parts of Scripture, 
would be sufficient of itself to answer many cavils, and remove 
many difficulties. On this account I have seen with regret the 
labours of some good men in compiling “Scripture Gharacters.” 
For though the conduct in various instances, whether good or bad, 
of individuals recorded in Scripture, contains matter of instruc- 
tion and admonition; (1 Cor. x. 6, 11; Heb. xi. 23) yet, (and! 
have chiefly in view those of the Jewish Church,) persons living 
under an inferior dispensation, and who, if distinguished, are so, 
as Prophets and Kings, cannot form proper pri, en: to us under 
the Christian dispensation. Their being brought forward as such, 
has had, on the whole, a hurtful tendency; being done, I am per- 
suaded, contrary to Scripture design, if we may judge of inten- 
tion by the evident withholding of materials, and of tendencies 
by effects. 

But though we may be cautious of models,* we need not be so 
of warnings; and therefore I venture to suggest somesthoughts on 
the account given us (1 Kings xiii.) of the very singdlar behaviour 
of the old Prophet who resided at Bethel. ‘There is no reason 
to disbelieve his assertion, (ver. 18,) “I am a Prophet also as 
thou art,’ because he is expressly so called, both in this chapter, 
and 2 Kings xxiii. 18. But I apprehend, dwelling in Samaria, he 
was an unfaithful one; otherwise a Prophet need not have been 
sent from Judah to reprove the sin of Jeropoam. _ Unfaithfulness 
in an office (more especially a sacred one) is to the strength of 
the soul, what the cutting off of Samson’s locks was to the strength 
of his body ;—the man is left weak, and powerless against the 
first besetment of temptation. 1 suspect that the old Prophet felt 
himself slighted in not being distinguished from his idolatrous 
neighbours by some notice from the Prophet of Judah; and hence 
resulted his attempt to bring him back, which would have been 


* I mean prior to the period of Pentecostal Baptism. (John i. 33, vii. 39.) 
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jawful if his sons had not distinctly reported the réfusal of the 
King’s invitation. Having thus begun to slide, the path became 
more slippery, and he hesitated not to tell a le to effect his pur- 
pose. And afterward, when pronouncing the sentence of Gop 
on the disobedience he had occasioned, he doubtless painfully felt 
the guilt he had himself incurred, and its punishment. Instead of 
his character being raised or established, as he designed, in the 
view of his neighbours, he was obliged first to confess his deceit 
to the Prophet whom he had injured ; and, afterward the whole 
became public, and has been transmitted to posterity by the sacred 
records. Much cause had‘he' indeed to mourn over the grave of 
his brother; and we may hope that he sincerely mourned over his 
own sin,—but he deserved not that this should be recorded; If 
an undue regard to his own reputation had been the cause (as I 
suspect it was,) first of a criminal silence, and then of criminal 
words, his penitence; though it might come before the mercy-seat, 
was very justly denied admission into the short memoir concern- 
ing him: but he confirmed the word of the Jewish Prophet, and 
was allowed to be laid in the same grave with him, whereby his 
bones remained undisturbed when Jos1an (2 Kings xxiii. 18) ful- 
filled the divine threatening. As I think this view of the case may 
minister admonition to us, I have ventured to submit it for inser- 
HOR. , 
———D EEO 


Miscellaneous. 
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From the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine. 


NARRATIVE OF THE CONVERSION OF MIRZA MAHOMED ALI, 


A LEARNED PERSIAN. 
. (Continued from page 300.) 

We gladly resume this very delightful and important. Narrative, taken, as we 

stated in our last Number, from the “ Scottish Missionary and. Philanthropic 

Register ;’—a monthly publication, which is conducted with much candour and 


ability, and deserves the attention of all who feel an interest in the extension of 
the Kingdom of Christ. | 


Further Extracts from Mr. M‘Puerson’s Journal. 


“April 18th, 1823.—Manomep Aut had scarcely taken his 
seat this morning, when he began conversing about the state of his 
mind. ‘Whilst 1 was reflecting and communing with .myself 
during the night,’ said he, ‘1 felt my mind much perplexed about 
the Godhead of @hrist, when it thus occurred to my mind, “ Dost 
thou not believe that God is omnipotent, and that nothing is too 
hard for him ?”” “My heart replied, Yes. ‘“ Dost thou not believe 
that if God willed, he could condense the world into the small 
compass of an egg? Thou seest what a small organ the eye is, 
and yet what a great space it takes in: how then ,is net God 
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able to unite the divine and human natures into one person by a 
mysterious union?” ’ .I was struck with his confession and re- 
marks, and considering it to be ‘of much importance to inform 
him, that how orthodox soever he might be in his creed, yet 
something farther was necessary in order to the salvation of the 
soul, I read with him in the third chapter of John’s Gospel, and 
offered a few observations upon the doctrine of the New Birth. 
He was much struck with the similitude of our Lord, ‘The wind 
bloweth where it listeth,’ &c. Having himself mentioned the 
agitation into which his soul was thrown by the changes that were 
working in his mind, I remarked, it was not necessary he should 
always continue in that bondage of which he complained ; for 
God in his mercy has opened a way of escape, through means of 
which we might be reconciled to him, and obtain peace to our 
souls. I then read and quoted some of the precious promises in 
his hearing, and directed his particular attention to Romans v. 1, 
* Therefore being justified by; faith,’ &c. I inquired what it was 
that first impressed his mind. He said, on conversing one eve- 
ning with Brother Deirricx (one of the Basle Missionaries,) he 
felt his mind troubled, and he could not tell why? and added, 
‘There was an argument which you once used in exposing the 
folly of believing the Koran to be a revelation from heaven, which 
made a lasting impression upon my mind; as I thought, if Islam- 
ism had God for its author, it would not be liable to so many ob- 
jections."* He begged me now to give him my advice how he 
ought to conduct himself to his father, who, he said, would ex- 
pect that he should perform -his usual ees which he could 
not do with a good conscience. ‘Can I not,’ said he, ‘ pray to 
God in heart, though in external form I repeat the Mohammedan 
prayers?’ I was forcibly reminded of the case of Naaman the 
Syrian. I advised him in the mean time, till his mind was far- 
ther enlightened, to be out of the way during the times of public 
prayer. There was another question which appeared to give him 
some uneasiness, viz. If Jesus was the true Messiah, how did the 
Jewish nation reject him as an impostor? I requested him to read 
our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, and then he would observe 
how the Jewish Doctors corrupted the inspired Volume by their 
own innovations. In the days of the Messiah Judea was tribu- 
tary to the Romans; and the Jewish nation expected, wheh the 
Messiah made his appearance, that he would assume regal autho- 
rity, establish his kingdom in the world, and rescue them from 
the bondage of their oppressors. In this, however, they were 


*« Before his mind was so far delivered from the shaekles of Islamism, Mano- 
wep Ari one day asked Jonn AerercromasieE the following question :—‘ Jonn, you 
were once a Kabardian, how have you become a Christian? ‘Jzsys Carist, 
answeréd Joun, ‘ says, Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
i will give you rest: now when I was a Kabardian, I laboured and was heavy 
taden, and I came to Cuxisr for rest.’ This reply of Joun’s wounded him to tle 
very heart, and he never forgot it.” | 
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disappointed ; for he had no sooner begun the work of his public 
ministry, than it was manifest that his kingdom was not of this 
world, and that the end and design of his mission was to establish 
a spiritual kingdom, and deliver us from the bondage of sin and 
slavery of Satan; and he accomplished these objects by laying 
down his life for us, and making satisfaction to divine justice in 
our room and stead.’ 

“April 19th.—Manomep Ax called this evening, for the pur- 
pose of conversing with me respecting the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God. I began the conversation by inquiring how it 


was with his soul? He said, he saw the necessity of obtaining - 


salvation in that way which God had appointed; and that, since 
his last conversation with me, he had acted agreeably to the 
advice which I then gave him, and absented himself during the 
time of prayer. “1 am walking about and committing myself to 
the protection of Almighty God, for I cannot pray the Moham- 
medan prayers ; I pray that God would forgive my sins, for the 
sake of the Atonement of Jesus Christ his Son: but,’ continued 
he, ‘when I say the word Son, I feel my heart as it were drag- 
ging it back again. I feel no difficulty in saying, Lord, do thou 
lead me in thy truth, and teach me the way in which I ought to 
go.” I reminded him, that the carnal mind 1s enmity against 
God, &c., and that he must account this a temptation from the 
enemy of souls. ‘ Do you believe,’ said I, ‘the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments, as received by us, to be a revelation 
from heaven?’ ‘Yes, and I believe the Koran is a false book,’ 
was his reply. I spoke of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and 
endeavoured to show how the whole Trinity was mutually en- 
gaged in the work of man’s redemp fn; and particularly dwelt 
upon the love of God in sending his Son to be the Saviour of the 
world, and the condescension of the Lord Jesus, in undertaking 
the great and arduous work of our redemption, and in humbling 
himself and becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. ‘This doctrine, which but a short time ago he sparned at, 
seemed now to delight his soul. He here mentioned, that it fre- 
quently occurred to his mind, could God not forgive sin, seeing 
that he has all power in himself, without sending his Son to die 
for sinners ?—but afterward it struck him, that God was just, and 


oe could not forgive sin, without sullying the attribute: 


of justice, if no satisfaction were made for it. ‘Yes,’ I replied, 
‘we must always think upon the character of Him with whom we 
have to do. Sin is an infinite offence committed against an infi- 
nite Being ; therefore it must necessarily require an infinite atone- 
ment. When there was none found in heaven or in earth who 
was able by any means to redeem his brother, or to give to God 
aransom for him, then did the Word agree to take our nature 
upon him, laid down his life for our sins, and opened a way, by 
travelling in which, we may be reconciled to God, and obtain 
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pardon and peace. Now, do you believe that Jesus Christ is the 
only Saviour of sinners?’ ‘O yes,’ was his answer. ‘Do you 
see your need of him as your Saviour? What views have you 
of your own character?’ ‘I see myself to be poor, wretched, 
miserable, and undone; that all my prayers, my worship, and 
obedience, in times past, were vain and unprofitable.’ ‘Do you 
see your need of the Holy Ghost, to sanctify your affections and 
purify your heart?’ He still answered in the affirmative. ‘ Now,’ 
said I, ‘all you require is, to believe im Jesus for the salvation of 
your soul.—Come to God as a poor guilty sinner, and entreat 
that for Christ’s sake he would freely pardon all your sins, and 
remove your doubts and fears.’ He replied, that he saw clearly 
this was the way; and added, ‘Surely this work cannot be from 
the Devil; for I have felt such peculiar feelings as I never felt 
before.’ The impression on my mind by these declarations was 
the stronger, because I remarked an air of sincerity in every thing 
he said. Indeed he seemed to feel much more than he expressed. 
Brother Derrrick now called, and joined with me in exhorting 
him to commit his ways to God, and he would direct his steps. 
He was much affected with the relation in which he stood to his 
venerable father. ‘1am sure,’ said he, ‘that my apostasy will 
bring him down with sorrow to the grave.’ He now spoke very 
feelingly of his father’s peculiar situation, and added, ‘ My father 
has many enemies at Derbent, and when they hear of his son 
becoming an infidel, they will rejoice and thank God for it.’ This 
case is very trying to flesh and blood. He says he would like to 
leave this country, and that God may be the breaker up of his 
way. 

“ April 20th.— Manomerw Aut spent the afternoon with me; 2 
greater work appears to be begun upon his soul; conviction is 
taking deeper and deeper root in his heart. I think he is not far 
from the kingdom of God. He said that he had been calling upon 
a friend of his this morning, when the following conversation took 
place;—#riend. What are the Franks (for so the Persians term 
us) doing in Astrachan? Manomep Atri. They came here to 
disseminate the knowledge of God, and make men acquainted 
with the way of salvation, as contained in the Law, the Psalms, 
and the Gospels.—F. What arguments do they use in support of 
their principles? JV. 4. Arguments that cannot be overturned.— 
F. (A laugh,) What have the Englishmen to say in their own 
defence in rejecting the Koran? Here M. A. gave him a sum- 
mary view of the evidences of Christianity which influenced his 


own mind; and among other things said, You acknowledge that 
we need a Mediator; now such a Mediator as we require must 
necessarily be a holy being,—free from all personal guilt,—other- 
wise he would not be capable of discharging his office. F. Yes, 
by all means.—JV. 4. It is evident that Monammen is not capa- 
ble of acting in the character of Mediator, for according to the 
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Koran he is a sinner. £. I deny it.—M. 4. But I can prove it, 
In the forty-eighth Surah, God is represented as saying, ‘ Verily 
we have granted thee a manifest victory, that God may forgive 
thee thy preceding and thy subsequent sin.’ Now, if Monammep 
had never sinned, this could not have been said of him with any 
degree of propriety whatever. FF. I will think on these things. 
“T now inquired, if the Lord was carrying on his work in his 
heart. He answered, that he was more and more persuaded of 
the truth of the Gospel, and was encouraged to perseverance; but 
had not experienced that peace and joy in believing which I had 
described to him; ‘ however,’ added he, ‘I am pressing after it, 
and by the blessing of God I am resolved to obtain it.’ He now 
requested me to describe to him how I felt my mind exercised 
when I saw my need of a Saviour, and how I assured myself that 
my conviction was genuine. Having satisfied his mind upon this 
point, | exhorted him to be earnest and importunate in prayer, and 
to believe now in Jesus, and he would obtain the pardon of all his 
sins. In regard to his father, he said he had ventured to put into 
his hands the Arabic Tract already adverted to, (written by Mr. 
Brunton,) and hoped it would be made a blessing to his soul. 
‘The matter of it,’ said he, ‘is good; but the style and the 
printing are far from being correct; but, if you choose, I will 
correct the typographical mistakes, improve the style, and prepare 
it for the press, as I should like to send copies of it to my friends 
to whom f intend writing respecting the change which has lately 
taken place in my sentiments, and the reasons which induced me 
to abandon the religion of my fathers.’. I read several portions 
of the New Testament which I considered suitable to his present 
circumstances. I called his attention to the ordinances of the 
Gospel, and endeavoured to explain to him the nature of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. (He had formed some idea of Baptism, 
but till now had no conception of the nature of the Lord’s Sup- 
per.) I read to him the account which the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles gives of the Lord’s Supper, in the eleventh chapter of 
his first Ejpistle to the Corinthians. He was much struck with 
the symbolical meaning of the bread and wine. I also endea- 
voured to impress upon his mind the importance of counting the 
cost, and having his mind made up to follow Christ through good 
and through bad report; for he had no reason to expect that he 
would be exempted from those trials and persecutions, which the 
faithful followers of the Lamb have ever been subject to, in every 
age of the Church. He told me that he had been reading in 
Matt. v. 10, ‘ Blessed are they which are persecuted for righte- 
ousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven;’ and added, 
‘I lave do doubt that persecutions and afflictions await me in 
this world, but I hope the Lord will support me under them all.’ 
I quoted seme of the promises, at the relation of which his mind 
seemed much animated; and he said, ‘1 hope I shall never deny 
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my Lord, though I should be put to death for his sake. I love 
my Saviour better than my father.’ Dr. Ross now called, and 
spoke with him in Turkish. The fifty-third and fifty-fifth chap- 
ters of Isaiah were read and remarked upon. The fulfilment of all 
the Prophets wrote and spoke respecting the promised Messiah, was 
particularly adverted to, and the connexion and harmony which 
runs through the whole of the inspired volume. When he rose 
to take his leave of me, he requested me not to forget him at a 
throne of grace, and hoped that I prayed for his aged father also, 

“ April 2ist—Manomep Att came as usual this morning to 
give me my Arabic lesson. He feels his mind much more com- 
fortable to-day than he has done at any former period. When 
he went home yesterday evening, he found Mirasurauis, the 
Mission-Teacher, and his father conversing together. He took 
his seat beside them, and began to speak of the Gospel. As he 
was proceeding, his father interrupted him, and requested he 
might hear no more vain words. ‘O,’ said MiraBura.is, ‘ what 
kind of a Prophet was Marruew, the tax-gatherer!’? ‘ Don’t 
ridicule him,’ said Manomep Att, ‘for according to your own 
traditions he is a great Prophet.’ ‘Every man to his own sect,’ 
said Manomep Ati’s father. ‘O what a religion! and what a 
prophet! thought I to myself,’ said Manomep Att, ‘is God 
divided?’ He now stated to me that his mind was fully satisfied 
of the truth of the Christian revelation. He left me apparently 
in good spirits, and promised to call again at three o’clock.— 
Agreeably to promise, he came at the hour appointed. He 
seemed a good deal agitated. On inquiring the cause, he spoke 
as follows: ‘In the afternoon I was in company with Manomep 
Taxi, your former Teacher. I asked him how long he had 
taught you. ‘‘T'wo years,” was his reply. And have you never 
thought seriously about the Gospel during the whole of that 
period? “No,” said Taki, imagining that I was in jest; “do 
you intend to become a Christian?” Yes, said I. ‘O then,” 
replied Takt, “you believe that Jesus Christ is God, and the 
Son of Goo.” I do, was my answer.—Manomep Taki was 
preparing the calean for him, but he now refused to give it him, 
saying he was unclean, and swore he would tell his father about 
him. While they were yet speaking, two or three Persians join- 
ed them, to whom Tak: did not fail to give the information that 
Manomep Au had become an infidel. 1 endeavoured to comfort 
his mind as the Lord enabled me. I read with him the fourth 
and sixteenth chapters of the Acts of the Apostles. He was much 
affected with the account given of the Phillippian Jailor. 1 
reminded him that the hand of the Lord was not shortened that 
it could not save, for it was even now as easy for God to work as 
sudden a change in his heart. He said he hoped the period was 
at no great distance when he would also experience the same 
ehange of heart that the Jailor had experienced ; and added, ‘! 
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know that God is about to call me to endure afflictions. and trials 
for his name’s sake, but I trust he will enable me to hold out. J 
once thought that I would like to leave this country ; but upon 
more mature reflection, I am convinced that it is:‘my duty to 
remain, and suffer all the will of God.’ He now rose.up to take 
his leave, saying, that he was afraid his father was informed of 
his apostasy before this time, and that it was impressed upon hig 
mind something would happen him in the course of the week. 
He was scarcely away two hours, when. he returned with a parcel 
of books, saying, that -his father was told that he had become 
Christian, and in the presence of the Persian Consul conjured 
him to tell the truth.* He confessed it, and denied it not; when 
his father in a great passion, sent him back to me with all the 
Books and Tracts which he had received at our Depository, and 
charged him never more to enter our threshold again; or, if he 
intended to become an infidel, never to see his face more. He 
endeavoured to reason with his father, but he would not hearken 
to him; so when he saw nothing else would pacify him he said, 
‘Well, you are my father, it is my duty to obey you, therefore I 
shall carry back the books again.’ 4 exhorted him not to fear, 
but to hold: fast the beginning of his confidence steadfast unto the 
end. ‘QO,’ said he, ‘ i am not able of myself to stand before my 
father: now is the time to pray-for me! I entreat you to pray 
for me.’—-O that God may enable him te witness a good confes- 
sion, and make him faithful unto death, that he may receive a 
crown of life. 

“‘ April 22d.—The Lord-has been better to me than all my 
foreboding fears. Manomep Aus made his appearance to-day at 
the usual bour. On inquiring how he spent the night, and in 
what state he left his father, he replied, ‘ By the blessing of God, 
divine grace shall be imparted to him also. When I went home 
last night he was. very much displeased with me, and begged that 


“It may be worth while to mention, that at this Conference Mirza Aspoor 
(the Consul) began to dissuade Mauomen Att from his purpose, by telling him 
that the Gospel was false, &c. But,.Manomep A: was enabled to argue the 
matter with him in such a manner as to put him to silence. ‘ Where is the true 
Gospel?’ saidhe. ‘It was taken away by Saunier Zeman,’ replied Mirza Appoor, 
‘But according to the Koran,’ rejoined Manomep Att, ‘there were several 
Christians living some hundred-years efter the death of Curist, and before Mo- 
HAMMFD, and who were so pious, that God wrought a miracle for their preservation - 
from sufferings; these persons then must have had the true Gospel:—But it is not 
too much to suppose, that at that time there were at least a million of Christians 
in the world, and that they had among them twenty thousand copies of the Gospel. 
Now, how is it possible that the Sanigt Zeman could collect all these, scattered 
as they were throughout so many different countries? or how could he carry 
such a number away with him at once?” The Mirza gave no answer, looked 
earnestly into bis face for a few moments, and then went away.. Manomep As 
afterwards mentioned, that he was astonished that he was able to speak so freely 
to the Consul, who is a great man among the Persians here ; and ascribed it entirely 
to the strength whicb he received from God, in answer to the prayers which we 
had offered up for him. 
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I might not disgrace him by becoming an infidel. Well, father,’ 
said Manomep Aut, ‘I shall never become an infidel, if you can 
ae to me the truth of fslamism.’ ‘QO, son, son, you have your 
rophet, your religion, and your Koran.’—‘ But } believe that 
they are false, and the Holy Books (viz. the Scriptures of the. 
Old and New Testaments) are the only true revelation.’ ‘But,’ 
said the father, ‘ how is it possible that Jesus Christ can be God” 
*I cannot tell,’ said the son, ‘it is an incomprehensible mystery ; 
but there is no more difficulty in believing it than in believing the 
omnipresence of God. We know that God is present every where, 
but how he can be ali present here, and all present at another 
lace, at the same time, is more than we can understand.’ ‘ True,’ 
said the father, ‘but how do you prove that God is a Spirit? 
(The Mohammedans have such views of God, that they think it 
wrong to aver positively what he is, but confine their definitions 
of him to his attributes and doings; and therefore, to say he is a 
Spirit, is considered by them as wrong, and as limiting and de- 
fining to a certain extent, what is illimitable and pone 
Has he length, breadth, or depth, or is he immeasurable ?” ‘ 
learn,’ answered the son, ‘from the Law, that God is a Spirit; 
but, (continued he,) father, can you define to me the nature of a 
Spirit? Is it divisible or indivisible’? ‘I cannot tell,’ said the 
father. ‘ Well,’ replied Manomep Att, ‘what inconsistency is 
there in believing that God is a Spirit?? But the father still 
retorted, ‘The Law of Moses which you read is not the true 
one.’ ‘That appears very strange to me,’ said his son, ‘ for you 
acknowledge that the quotations taken from it in the Koran are 
the word of God. Now, I cannot reconcile how these quotations 
should be the real word of God, and all the rest of it be false.’ 
At this stage of the argument his father felt unable to maintain his 
ground any longer, and concluded by seriously advising him not 
to become an infidel, and to trouble his head no more about such 
questions. After this, his father sent for one of his Persian friends, 
and requested him to take his son aside, and give him some salu- 
tary counsel. In consequence of this, Manomep ALi accompanied 
the Persian Gentleman to his lodgings, where the following con- 
versation ensued :—Persian Gentleman. So you intend to become 
a Christian? JM. 4. Yes, I do—P. G. Are you not satisfied 
with the Koran and with your own religion? JM. A. No. Can 
you prove to me that the Koran is a revelation from heaven ?— 
P. G. Mouammen the Prophet declares it to be so. MM. 4. 
Then, forscoth, because MoHammen says the Koran is a revela- 
tion from heaven, and the Koran says Mouammep is a Prophet, 
I am bound to believe it? P. G. Come, come, tell me how 
much money the English: Mallas have given you for becoming @ 
Christian? Have they given you five tomans (fifty roubles?) or 
did they put any thing in the calean to bewitch you? JM. 42. 
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Read the Gospels, and reflect seriously on them, and at the end 
of three days you will not ask me that question. P. G. Remem- 
ber your father, your honour, your reputation are all at stake,— 
it will be for your advantage in this world not to change your 
religion. JM. 4.,What will that avail me, if 1 must suffer the 
wrath of God in hell for ever? P. G. You will be persecuted. 
M.A. The Gospel saith, ‘And unto him that smiteth thee on 
the one cheek, offer also the other.’ On hearing this reply, the 
Persian gentleman was confounded, and said, ‘ Why do you not 
tell your father these things?’ ‘ By the blessing of God I intend 
to inform him,’ was his reply. He slept none during the course 
of the night but was engaged in constant prayer both for himself 
and his father. To his great astonishment, notwithstanding the 
prohibition the night before, about eight o’clock in the morning 
his father said to him, ‘ Arise, go to the Englishmen, but do not 
become an infidel.’ ‘I think,’ added Manomen Att, ‘ that my 
father thought much during the night, and that his heart smote 
him. May the Lord have mercy upon him, and convince him 
also of the truth.’ I inquired how his soul prospered. He said, 
‘the Lord had strengthened him, and enabled him with firmness 
to bear testimony to the truth, and hoped the hour was at no 
great distance when God would speak peace to his soul.’ ” 


(To be continued.) fd M375 
— 
ANECDOTE OF AN INDIAN PREACHER. 
(From Presipent Dwieut’s “ Travels in New-England and New-York.” ) 


Waite Mr. Kiexvanp was a Missionary to the Oneidas, being 
anwell, he was unable to preach on the afternoon of a certain 
Sabbath, and told good Perer, one of the head men of the 
Qneidas, that he*must address the —or Peter modestly 
and reluctantly consented. After a few words of introduction, he 
began a discourse on the character of the Saviour. “ What, my 
Brethren,” said he, “are the views which you form of the cha- 
racter of Jesus? «You will answer, perhaps, that he was a man 
of singular benevolence. You will tell me, that he proved this to. 
be his character by the nature of the miracles which he wrought. 
All these, you will say, were kind in the extreme. He created 
bread to feed thousands who were ready to perish. He raised to 
life the son of a poor woman who was a widow, and to whom his 
labours were necessary for her support in old age. Are these, 
then, your only views of the Saviour? I tell you, they are lame. 
When Jesus came into our world, he threw his blanket around 
him, but Tur Gop was within.” This I had from Mr. Kirx- 
LAND himself. : | 
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ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODISt 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, - | 


Held in Baltimore, May, 1824, to the British Conference. 


TO THE BRITISH CONFERENCE OF WESLEYAN METHODISTS, TO 
BE HELD AT LEEDS IN ENGLAND, JULY, 1824. 


Dear Fathers and Brethren, 


In reciprocating the kind and affectionate sentiments con- 
tained in your communication to us, sent by the hands of those 
whom you had chosen to be the messengers of the churches, we 
feel an indescribable pleasure. Many are the associations that 

ress upon us, and the emotions that affect us, in this pleasant 
mterchange of affectionate regards. We look to England as the 
birth-place of that man, who, under the guidance of Heaven, was 
the founder of a great and flourishing church. It was there that 
the infant societies were nourished, and it was thence that the 
word of God was sent forth, even unto us. After we had flour- 
ished for some time under your fostering care, a mysterious chain 
of providences led to a separation of our societies in this country, 
from the mother church. But the scion that was planted here 
has been watered and blessed of God; and though probably still 
inferior in. sofltiyy.gapq strength, yet in the number and extent of 
its branthes, and the abundance of its fruits, it vies with the 

arent stock. In this we rejoice, and are grateful to the Great 
Head of the Church, to whom alone the praise belongs. But 
it greatly increases our joy to know, that our British brethren 
rejoice with us, and that the parent church, with which we hope 
ever to be identified by the same holy doctrines and the same 
salutary discipline, is still flourishing, increasing, and abounding 
in every good work. 

For this our increase of consolation we have “been greatly ia- 
debted to our justly esteemed brother and father in the church, 
the Rev. Ricuarp Reece, and to his associated companion, the 
Rev. Joun Hannan, whom you have sent to declare your state 
unto us, and the interest you feel in our prosperity. We received 
them as your messengers, and as brethren beloved. ‘Their pre- 
sence with us has drawn the cords of brotherly love still closer, 
has seemed to introduce you more immediately before us, and in 
all our intercourse with them, both social and public, we have 
been made to feel more sensibly than ever, that in doctrine and 
discipline, in experience and practice, and in the great object of 
evangelizing the world, the British and American Methodists are 
ong. And we devoutly pray that they may ever so remain. 

We are, with you, Dear Brethren, endeavouring to maintain the 
purity of our doctrines, and are not conscious that we have suffered 
them in any instance to be changed, or adulterated, in our hands. 
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As they are the doctrines which have proved to so-many, both in 
Europe and America, the power of God unto salvation, we deem 
them to be the gospel of God our Saviour; and while He owns 
them we will never give them up. With you too, we prize and 
practically vindicate the general’rules of our Church, and the 
pristine institutiops and usages of Methodism. We are also fol- 
lowing you, though at a humble distance, in your Missionary 
exertions. But such is the extent, and increasing extent, of our 
work here, that we cannot find means, or men, for foreign mis- 
sions. ‘The increase of our population is perhaps unparalleled ; 
and it is widely scattered over an extensive continent. To keep 
pace with it, under such circumstances, requires much labour, and 
much privation. In addition to this, the Lord, as you have heard, 
has opened for us a great and effectual door among the Aborigines 
of our country. These we dare not neglect. They are our neigh- 
bours, and we must minister unto them; they have been injured, 
and we must make them reparation ; they are savages, and must 
be civilized ; heathens, and must be converted. ll this shall be 
done if God permit. We have the work much at heart, and hope 
and pray for success. In addition go this, we have entailed upon 
us in several of our states, a degraded and enslaved population, 
whose situation is making, if possible, a still stronger claim upon 
our Christian philanthropy. And finally, the way seems to be 
opening for Missionary exertions in Mexico and South-America. 

With these fields of labour in the midst of us, and round about 
us, you cannot expect us to join you in the great and good work 
in which you are engaged in the East. Still we hope the time 
is not far distant when we shall join hands on the Asiatick shores 
of the Pacifick ocean. We are constantly advancing in our la- 
bours towards the West, and you are extending in the East, not 
only on the continent, but over the islands of the sea. Is it chi- 
merical then to suppose, that at some future day, we shall have 
encompassed this earth, and girded it round with glorious bands 
of gospel truth? O no, faith says it shall be done. And this 
faith is not without works; certainly not on ‘your part, for we 
hear from you, that you are labouring assiduously in this great 
cause ; imitating the illustrious example of enterprize and dili- 
gence which so eminently marked the great founder of Methodism. 
You aim at great things, and you accomplish them. We admire 
the exertions of your ministers, and the liberality of your people. 
In our labours as ministers, we hope we are not far behind you ; 
but as a people we do not yet equal you in active Christian 
benevolence. In this respect, however, we are improving. Our 
people are becoming more alive to the importance of greater, and 
more systematick exertions in the: cause of the church. And — 
while we are enlarging our work, and multiplying our numbers, 
we trust we have not forgotten that the great desigu of Methodism, 
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the ultimate end of all its institutions is to raise up and preserve, 
in the midst of a sinful world, a holy people. Without this, num- 
bers and influence are nothing. We deprecate more than any 
thing else, that ecclesiastical pride which builds itself up upon 
the numbers and popularity of the church, while that church is 
sinking in the spirit and tone of its divine life. From such a 
state of things, we on both sides of the water, are doubtless united 
in saying, Lord preserve us ;—make us holy, and make us instru- 
mental in spreading holiness throughout the earth. 

We congratulate you, dear Fathers add Brethren, on the gene- 
ral prosperity that attends you, both in your labours at home, and 
in your missions abroad ; but especially on account of the per- 
fect harmony, which you inform us prevails among you; and we 
pray that it may ever continue. Of ourselves, though we are not 
able to say quite as much, yet in our present General Conference, 
which is now nearly closing, amidst some differences of opinion 
concerning the modes of administration, we find that we harmo- 
nize in the essential principles of Methodism. From this we are 
encouraged to hope, as intimated in his parting advice to us by 
your esteemed messenger, the Rev. Mr. id that our minor 


differences of opinion on other subjects will soon be swallowed up 
in our attachment to the common cause. You too, in former days 
have had your difficulties; but those days have passed by, and 
peace and union now cheer you with their benignant rays. And 


we are hoping that before we shall have arrived at your age and 
maturity as a church, we shall overcome any little difficulties that 
may now attend us. 

Brethren, pray for us. And may the God of peace dwell with 
us, and dwell with you. Finally, may this great army of the 
faithful who in two grand divisions are now carrying on the warfare 
in both hemispheres, so acquit themselves in the church militant 
below, as ultimately to unite with the church triumphant on high, 
where no ocean shall roll between, and no reciprocal messengers 
of love shall be needed, to recount their victories and triumphs. 

We are, dear Fathers and Brethren, yours in the bonds of min- 
:sterial labour and Christian love. ; 

Signed in behalf of the Conference, 
Enocu Georece, President. 


Baltimore, May, 1824. 


Note.—In the address sent to England a few verbal alterations were made 
which should have been inserted in this, but were inadvertently omitted. This, 
however, is substantially the same with the one sent. 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 
——_ 
ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GOD IN HOLSTON DISTRICT. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Deak BRETHREN, 


Tue following is a brief account of the work of God in the Holston dis- 
trict, Tennessee Conference, during the year 1823. 


Tue attentive readers of your useful 
Miscellany, will recollect that an ac- 
count of the ae of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the year 1822 in 
this district, was published early in 1823. 
The close of the year 1822 was marked 
with signal displays of the out-pouring 
of the Spirit of God, and the addition of 
many to the Church, who are now 
“burning and shining lights.” We com- 
menced the following year with great 
expectations, which have been fully 
realized. 

In the early part of the year, our 
quarterly meetings were spiritual sea- 
sons, and often crowned with the con- 
version of souls: The revival has been 
somewhat general throughout the dis- 
trict, but particular sections have shared 
more largely in its happy effects. In 
Abingdon circuit the work has been 
general; in almost every neighbour- 
hood, and amongst every class of society, 
the Gospel has proved the power of God 
unto salvation. It is neither advisable 
nor possible to give a minute statement 
of many particulars that would be plea- 
sing to the zealous Christian. I will, 
however, notice a Love-feast, held in 
the town of Abingdon, on Sanday 
morning, June 28th. At this place, Me- 
thodism was in its infancy, and strong 
prejudices appeared to exist against 
Love-feasts and Class-meetings. After 
sermon on Saturday, the nature and 
design of a Love-feast was explained, 
which seemed to excite a general wish 
to be present on the following morning ; 
many attended—not less, it is probable, 
than two hundred persous were admit- 
ted, one half of whom, perhaps, were 
not professors of religion. The meeting 
commenced with singing and prayer ; 
and the simple and eloquent manner 
with which many afterward testified the 
great things that God had done for them 
seemed entirely irresistible. The flame 
of love was soon kindled into rapturous 

joy in the hearts of the saints, while 
floods of tears involuntarily burst from 
the eyes of those who had been brought 
thither by idle curiosity, or bad been 


induced to come with a desire to know 
the nature of our economy and to profit 
by our meeting. All appeared reve- 
rently to acknowledge that God was 
present in the assembly of his saints, 
and to feel that they were in the hal- 
lowed sanctuary of the Lord. The good 
effects of this happy meeting have been 
seen on earth, and I doubt not, will be 
disclosed in Heaven, in the endless sak 
vation of many souls, to the praise and 
glory of God. Upwards of six hundred 
members have been added to the Church 
in this (Abingdon) circuit this year. 
Holston circuit has likewise shared 
largely the benefits of the revival.— 
Within its bounds hundreds have been 
awakened and savingly changed by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to the-love of 
God and to the practice of good works. 
At Jonesborough, Washington county, 
Tennessee, an extraordinary out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit has been experienced. 
The members of the Methodist Episco- 
fey Church in that place, have inereased 
rom about thirty to upwards of one 
hundred—many of whom are highly 
respectable, who bid fair to adorn their 
poner sot become eminently use- 
ul in the Church of Christ. 
Camp-Meetings have been rendered 
exceedingly useful in giving an impulse 
to, and in promoting the revival of re- 
— amongst us. When weil conduet- 
ed it is highly probable there is no insti 
tution which is so well calculated to ef- 
fect the great end of the Gespel scheme, 
at certain times, and under certain cir- 
cumstances, as they are. This, I think, 
we must admit, if we judge of causes 
by their effects. Our first Camp-Meet- 
ing was held the last week in July. We 
were favoured with agreeable weather, 
and in general, with the good attention 
of a large and respectable audience ; 
many at this meeting were happily con- 
verted from the error of their ways, and 
many were comforted and confirmed in 
the truth; it was certainly, upon the 
whole, one of the happiest seasons 
amongst the professors of religion that { 
have ever witnessed. There were two 
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hundred and thirty-five communicants 
at this meeting, and forty persons joined 
the Church. 

The Camp-Meetings in the circuits of 
Lee and Clinch, were good and profita- 
ble, especially in the letter. The Di- 
vine presence crowned our assembling 
together, and was graciously manifested 
by the awakening power and the com- 
forting influences of the Holy Spirit— 
Two hundred and thirty-five at this 
meeting commemorated the Lord’s Sup- 
per. The New-River Camp-Meeting 
succeeded the one last mentioned, and 
as usual, at the place where it was held, 
great grace rested upon the people, and 
great good was done in the name of Je- 
sus Christ. Scores were brought to the 
knowledge of the truth in the remission 
of sin. Two hundred and sixty com- 
memorated the sufferings of their Sa- 
viour. 

The Camp-Meeting in Abingdon cir- 
cuit commenced Sept. 5th, and, as was 
anticipated, was attended by a large 
concourse of respectable, serious and 
attentive hearers, to many of whose 
hearts “the violated law,” through the 
messengers of truth, “spoke out its 
thunders,” or by whom “in strains as 
sweet as angels use, the Gospel whis- 
pered peace.” On the last night, it is 
probable that not less than twenty per- 
sons obtained a clear sense of their ac- 
ceptance, through faith in Jesus Christ ; 
and on the following day, after the as- 
sembly had generally dispersed, a few 
pious, zealous souls, who were necessa- 
rily detained, improved the opportunity 
by joining in fervent prayer in behalf of 
eight or ten persons who were bowed 
down by penitential sorrow,—six of 
whom were set at liberty to praise a 
pardoning God. Three hundred and 
fifty communicants at this meeting de- 
clared themselves the disciples of Jesus 
Christ; and fifty new converts, were 
admitted to join the Church. 

September 19th, the Camp-Meeting 
commenced in Holston circuit, near 
Jonesborough. The reviva: of religion 
in this circuit, and particularly in the 
town of Jonesborough, caused a very 
great addition of tents and tenters, to a 
previously large encampment. On this 
occasion indeed, the arm of the Lord 
was made bare, and his salvation re- 
vealed. Happy scores obtained the 
knowledge of their sins forgiven.— 
Never, perhaps, was greater zeal disco- 
vered by professors of religion than on 
this occasion, for the conversion of their 
relatives, friends and acquaintances ; 
and their pious exertions were crowned 
with abundant success. Upwards of twe 


hundred at this meeting presented them- 
selves in the altar for admission into the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Three 
hundred and fifty commemorated the 
Lord’s Supper on Sunday afternoon, 
which was a time of refreshing from 
the Divine presence to very many souls, 

The last Camp-Meeting I attended in 
the district, commenced the week fol. 
lowing the last mentioned, at a new es- 
tablishment in Carter-Valley circuit. It 
was atime of much comfort to the reli- 
gious. . There were many conversions, 
and more than seventy joined our 
Church. There is one circumstance 
which deserves to be particularly no- 
ticed ; seventeen families were settled 
upon the encampment, out of which 
fourteen had souls, one, two or three, 
converted in them. Many in the neigh- 
bourhood have become convinced of the 
utility of Camp-Meetings, and have re- 
solved to build tents by the next season. 

By comparing the Minutes of this 
with those of the last year, it will be 
ascertained that upwards of seventeen 
hundred have been added to this dis- 
trict. Truly the “wilderness and the 
solitary places have been made glad, 
and the desert has rejoiced and blos- 
somed as the rose.” ‘It is the Lord's 
doings and marvellous in our eyes.”— 
Let our hearts rejoice in his salvation, 
and render unto him the glory due to 
His Name; but while we acknowledge 
God, the giver of every good and per- 
fect gift, we must attribute much, as in- 
strumental to the extraordinary ezer- 
tions which have been made tu produce 
the extracrdinary effecis witnessed. The 
essential doctrines of Christianity : the 
one true and living God, manifested in 
the Holy Scriptures as mysteriously ex- 
isting in Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 
Justification by faith alone in Jesus 
Christ, as°God manifested in the flesh, 
to suffer and die a sacrifice for sin; The 
direct witness of the Spirit ; holiness of 
heart and life; the immortality of the 
soul; the resurrection of the body; @ 
future judgment ; and a state of future 
rewards and punishments, have been 
zealously contended for, as the faith 
once delivered to the saints. The pecu- 
liarities of Methodism in doctrines and 
church government have not been con- 
cealed or sacrificed, but openly avowed 
and defended as rational, scriptural, and 
as bearing the test of experience 

_At present, there is a considerable 
revival of religion at Wythe C. H. Va.@ 
place once almost proverbial for vice 
and infidelity. The Gospel even here, 


has proved its own energy to save. 
Joun TEVIS. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GOD ON RHINEBECK DISTRICT. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


Ir you think the following brief notice of the progress of the work of God 
on Rhinebeck District during the past year, worthy a place in your valuable Maga- 


zine, you are at liberty to insert the same. 


April 15, 1824. 


Immediately after our first quarterly 
meeting on Salisbury circuit, we expe- 
rienced a gracious visitation of divine 
mercy and power among the people of 
our charge: the result of which was, six 
or eight were converted from the error 
of their ways. At our second quarterly 
meeting which was held in Canaan, we 
were blessed with refreshing showers of 
divine grace. Three were in a little 
time added to the society. In Septem- 
ber last a new appointment was taken 
up at Ancram Furnace, on Livingston’s 
Manor. In several subsequent meetings 
at this place, the power of God was dis- 
played in a remarkable manner. Many 
stout-hearted sinners were brought to 
ery aloud for mercy; fourteen at one 
meeting were seen kneeling at the same 
bench, weeping for mercy and earnestly 
desiring an interest in the prayers of 
God’s people. The place of worship was 
crowded from time to time, and it was 
with very great reluctance the congre- 
pe could be persuaded to leave the 
ouse of prayer. In a short period of 
time, fen persons united themselves in a 
class; since which, thirteen have been 
added: making their number twenty- 
three. Thus has the Lord favoured us 
on the Manor ; and the fields in that re- 
gion seem more and more ripe for the 
harvest. 

At eee Falls, a gentle but revi- 
ving shower, has been descending ever 
since our Camp-Meeting in Hillsdale, in 
September last. About éwenty, princi- 
pally heads of families, have been added 
unto the Lord’s people in this place. 

In the month of January last, an ap- 
pointment was attended in North-Ca- 
naan Street, near the Congregational 
Meeting-House. The Lord set his seal 
to the truth and some were awakened. 
Class meetings were soon instituted and 


Henry STeap. 


numerously attended by such as seemed 
truly desirous of the salvation of their 
own souls, and though the work met 
with some opposition from those who 
ought to have been its friends, the 
cause of Christ gradually prevailed, un- 
til in the month of March the work as- 
sumed a more decided character and 
spread like fire in dry stubble. Upwards 
of forty have embraced religion, and the 
work is still going on. 

Petersburgh circuit has been highly 
favoured of the Lord this year. Our 
Camp-meeting in the month of June, 
though not very numerously attended, 
was made a special blessing to the 
neighbourhood. In Adam’s village a 
class of fifty has been formed, principally 
young persons from eight to twenty 
years of age. In Pownal a gracious 
work began in February last, and in the 
month of March, the cloud of mercy 
visited the east hill, three miles north of 
William’s College. Here thirteen were | 
converted in one prayer-meeting, and at 
a subsequent meeting for preaching, siz 
obtained a lively sense of the Divine 
favour. 

Pittsfield circuit has witnessed some 
visitations of divine mercy. In Tyring- 
ham a new class has been formed of 
thirty members, principaily young con- 
verts. 

Sandlake on Chatham circuit has also 
been visited with some merciful tokens 
of the divine regard. 

In other places on thisdistrict although 
no very remarkable instances of revival 
have occurred, the congregations have 
more than doubled within the last two 
years. In.general our preachers have 
been diligent and faithful in their work, 
and we have had much cause of rejoicing 
in the rock of our salvation. 


a : 
WESLEYAN METHQDIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


We have received the Report of this Society for the year ending 3lst Dee. 
1823; from which it appears that they have one hundred and twenty-six Mission- 


ary stations. 


These stations demand the labours of one hundred and eighty-three 


Missionaries, though that number is not actually employed, as some of the stations 


remain vacant, 


Vou. VII. 


but will be supplied as soon as practicable: 


A 

















































Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society. 


Number of Members. 


In Gibraltar and France, - 
In Ceylon and Continental India, 


In New-South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land, 


In Africa, - . : 
In the West-Indies, ° 


In British North-America, including Newfoundland, 


Total 
Total last year 


Increase of members, 


- 144 
- 49 

, 178 
- 352 
- 26171 
4076 


| ty 


31411 
29758 


1653 


Amount of collections for the Society during the year ending 31st December, 
1823, is £34650 5s 3d sterling, or $154,001. 
The Report concludes in the following words :— 


‘*The Committee are happy to have 
so much reason to believe, that in pro- 
portion to this increase of exertion at 
home and abroad, the spirit of prayer 
has been more largely poured forth; and 
that the great work is laid at the footstool 
of him whose blessing alone can give it 
prosperity, in humble confession of the 
total insufficiency of man. The public 
acknowledgment which has of late been 
made of the office of ‘ The Lord the 
Spirit,’ and the necessity of his continual 
agency, has had its effect upon Mission- 
aries abroad, whose letters and other 
communications, give pleasing proof 
that these are the sentiments which in- 
fluence their minds; and show that they 
have been greatly comforted in their 
arduous and often discouraging labours, 
by the consideration that the difficulties 
of their work have been rightly esti- 
mated, and that the ‘thousands of Israel’ 
in this land of privileges, are ‘striving 
together with them in their prayers, day 
and night, making request with tears and 
with joy. The reasons tor perseverance 
in this hallowed exercise remain una- 
bated, and must continue in their full 
force, till the prayer taught us by our 
Lord, ‘Thy kingdom come,’ is accom- 
plished in all its fulness; and fully it 
cannot be accomplished, even in this 
present world, until the joyful thrilling 
acclaim be heard in all iands, and is re- 
echoed from the heaven of heavens itself, 
‘The kingdoms of this werld are become 
the kingdoms of our God and his Christ, 
and ie shall reign for ever and ever.’ 
Subjects of prayer, of a particular kind, 
and ail snbservient to this grand object, 
are constantly pressing upon the atten- 
tion of those whose minds are directed to 
the operation of Missions.—Suitable in- 
struments, endowed with those peculiar 
qualifications for that variety of service, 
which is now required by operations so 


extended, are to be asked from the Lord 
of the harvest, whose sole prerogative it 
is to send forth labourers :—the assistant 
Missionaries which have been raised up 
from among the heathen, both in Africa 
and India, have a special claim upon our 
sympathy and intereessions, as the first 
fruits of a native ministry, from which, 
by the grace of Christ, so much is to be 
expected :—those of our brethren, who 
have gone beyond the protection of 
British power, (now in almost every 
Colony so well employed by the repre- 
sentatives of Majesty, both to defend and 
to sanction the self-denying and devoted 
servants of Christ,) demand our constant 
remembrance before the throne of the 
heavenly grace. Living among savage 
and lawless tribes; capricious, sanguina- 
ry, and brutal, they claim, both for their 
personal proteetion, and their success 
among a people so rugged and unpromis- 
ing, our daily prayers. And, above all, 
when the malice and subtlety of the 
great spirit of evil, the ruler of the dark- 
ness of this world, are considered; and 
that he is now the more active, and the 
more various in his assaults, as he ean ne 
longer keep his goods in peace, and 
knoweth that he hath but a short time; 
it is the more imperative upon us to be 
aware of his devices, to arm ourselves 
in this work with the whole armour otf 
God, to feel our own dependance, and the 
dependanee of all our endeavours upon 
God, and to pray with all prayer and 
supplication in the spirit, and to watch 
thereunto with ail perseverance. 

“It is thus in humble and prayerful 
efforts, that we are assured of the divine 
co-operation. And shali not God hear 
his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him? The history of the past, !s 
the pledge of the future ; for to no great 
effort made, and persevered in, in this 
spirit, was success ever denied. When 








ence the whole church of Christ, under 
its different names, and united in com- 
mon zeal and love, is aroused to justify 
its original and proper character, us the 
light of the whoie world, the great result 
to which all our wishes and exertions 
tend, cannot be far off. Girded by his 
might who has given them the commis- 
sion, the spiritual Israel will be able to 
go up and possess the whole land. Be- 
fore communicated light, the darkness 
must flee away ; and before weapons of 
celestial temper, wielded by those, the 
arms of whose hands are made strong 
by the hands of the God of Jacob, all 
opposition must be scattered. Mighty 


Annual Meeting, &c. 
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are they, through God, to pull down the 
strongest holds, and to abase every ex- 
alted and proud form of idolatry and 
superstition, which has defied our Sa- 
viour, and deluded, oppressed, and rav- 
aged his redeemed creatures. In the 
name of the Lord, then, let us lift up 
our banners, and on this sacred day 
consecrate ourselves to efforts wiich 
shall never relax, and to a coutest 
which, spurning all compromise, shall 
fix our steady eye upon complete and 
universal victory tuyrough the biood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of his testi- 
mony. To him be glory in the church 
throughout all ages. Amen.” 





Frem the Wesleyan 


Methodist Magazine. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


Tue Sermons before the Society were preached by the Rsv. R. Watson, one 
of the General Secretaries of the Society, at City-Road Chapel, on Thursday 
Evening, April 29th; by the Rev. Rosrrt Newton, of Manchester, in Great 
Queen-Street Chapel, on Friday Forenoon, April 30th; and by the Rev. Joun 
Anprrson, of Manchester, at China-Terrace Chapel, Lambeth, on Friday Eve- 
ning. Sermons were also preached, and Collections made, in all the Chapels in 
London, and its immediate vicinity, on Sunday, May 2d. 

The Annna! Meeting of the Society was held on Monday, May 3d, at eleven 
o’clock in the Forenoon. The Chapel was crowded, by persons holding tickets 


ef admission, at an early hour. 


The Meeting was opened with singing and prayer by the Rev. Henry Moore, 
President of the Conference ; after which Josspun Butterworth, Esg., M. P., 


was called to the Chair. 


Tas CHAIRMAN remarked, that it 
was highly gratifying to observe, by the 
crowded attendance on so unfavourable 
a morning, that the great work in which 
they were engaged bad not fost any of 
its interest in the public mind; and in- 
deed, when they considered the moral 
waste which so large a portion of the 
world still presented, and that spe by 
the mercy of God had the means of cul- 
tivating at least a part of it, it would 
be very extraordinary if any Christian 
could remain indifferent. He trusted 
that that light which had so long 
shone upon our own land, was begin- 
ning to shed its influence throughout 
the world; and that it was advancing 
upon the whole earth. In avery cheer- 
ing manner it was displaying itself in 
the various quarters where Missionaries 
were stationed. It was not necessary 
for him to go ever the various Stations 
occupied by the Wesleyan Missions, of 
which they would hear an account in 
the Report; but as considerable anxiety 
‘had prevailed respecting the West India 


Missions, he should be excused for say- 
ing a few words respecting them. He 
had great pleasure in observing, that the 
general state of the Mission Cause in 
the West Indies was never more pros- 
perous than at the present time ; that it 
never received sanction from so many 
planters ; and that it never derived so 
much help from the public, whether 
connected or unconnected with the West 
Indies. Indeed so truly sensible were 
many Proprietors of the singleness of 
heart, and the honest sincerity of pur- 
pose, by which they were actuated in 
sending forth men to preach the Gospel 
of Christ to their benighted slaves, that 
they had come forward to assist in their 
undertaking. He had that morning re- 
ceived a letter from a West India Pro- 
prietor, inclosing a donation of £50, 
which, the writer said, was in conside- 
ration of the extensive benefit he had 
received from the labours of the Wes- 
leyan Missionary Society, by their hav- 
ing taught the negro slaves on his es- 
tates the Christian religion.—He thought 
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it proper to state that, so far as relates 
to His Majesty’s Government at home, 
every protection might be expected — 
The Meeting were aware that, without 
any sort of provocation, the Mission- 
Chapel and dwelling-house at Barbadoes 
had been destroyed, and that the Missiun- 
aty, a most excellent man, had been 
obliged to flee from thatisland. But he 
had been received with affection in a 
neighbouring Colony, the Island of St. 
Vincent; and they had the best answer 
to all that had been said against him, in 
what had been lately done there,—a sum 
of upwards of £600 currency having 
been recently subscribed by the princi- 
pal gentlemen of that island towards the 
erection of a Wesleyan Chapel. This 
was the best answer that could be given 
to the accusations brought against the 
Missionsin Barbadoes. No otherColony 
had followed their example: and they 
ought carefully to distinguish between 
the outrageous colonists of one island, 
and the conduct of other West India 
Islands. With regard to the unhappy 
affair at Demerara, our Society there 
had suffered considerably in the slaves 
being restrained from attending public 
worship during the existence of Martial 
Law: but as the Wesleyan Society were 
not the immediate and chief sufferers, 
probably he ought not to enter parti- 
cularly into that affair. However, he 
thought common justice required him to 
say thus much, that, greatly as he la- 
mented the improper conduct of certain 
slaves, who, instead of waiting for the 
improvement of their condition contem- 

lated by His Majesty’s Government at 

ome, took the law into their own hands, 
since Christianity ever taught subordi- 
ation, and discountenanced violence ; 
yet this never could justify the conduct 
of the local Government of Demerara 
towards the late Mr. Smita, the Mission- 
ary of the London Society. He had 
read the trial with deep attention, and 
did not hesitate to declare his own 
opinion, and that of several legal friends, 
altogether unconnected with any Mis- 
sionary Society, that a more unjust and 
illegal proceeding never met with the 
sanction of any Government whatever. 
It was now generally admitted that Mr. 
Smita was entirely innocent with re- 
gard to the revolt of the negroes: and 
the seizure of his private papers, written 
for his own use, and with no view of 
meeting the public eye, and which, after 
all, did not criminate him, but showed 
him to be a pious and respectable cha- 
racter, Was a most unjust and unwar- 
rantable proceeding. He mentioned 








this, feeling, as he did a great respect for 
the Society with which Mr. Smitx was 
connected; a Society which he was 
sure would never encourage revolt, or 
violence, or disaffection. With regard 
to their own Society, they had much to 
be thankful for ; God was giving us suc- 
cess in every quarter; we had an in- 
crease of Missionaries; an increase of 
Missionary Stations ; a large increase of 
Missionary Funds, the income of the 
past year amounting to several thousand 
pounds more than the year preceding; 
and a very considerable number had 
been added to the Societies in the Mis- 
sionary Stations ; they had, therefore, 
reason to thank God, and take courage, 

The Report of the Committee, which 
stated many instances of the success and 
prospects of the various Missions, and 
that the income of the Society had 4d- 
vanced in the last year to the sum of 
£35,630. 14s. 8d, being an increase of 
£4082. 4s. Yd, was read by the Rev. R. 
Watson. 

MR. ALDERMAN KEY addressed 
the Meeting to propose the First Reso- 
lution. It was with great pleasure that 
he availed himself of the opportunity of 
raising his feeble voice in favour of the 
exertions of that Society. He had by 
many been charged with inconsistency; 
but he thought that he might indeed be 
justly so charged, if, when he professed 
himself a follower of Him who went 
about doing good,—if, while he declared 
himself a member of the Established 
Church, he should refuse to unite with 
Christians of every denomination, as 
long as they followed His precept who 
had said, ‘“‘Go and preach the Gospel 
to all nations.” This was a work which 
might make the lame walk with vigour, 
and the tongue of the stammerer speak 
plainly : an extensive field Jay open be- 
fore them, and the work to be done was 
big with the fate of millions of immortal 
souls. Let this Society be looked at 
from any point of view, and it would 
claim respect and support from all who 
sought the benefit of mankind, and were 
concerned to promote the glory of God. 
In such beneficent labours their zeal 
ought to be constantly kindled into new 
ardour. These very Auniversaries, as 
the calendar of their proceedings, might 
afford them topics for serious considera- 
tion; they might serve to remind them 
of the swift lapse of years, and bring to 
their imagination that period when time 
should be swallowed up in eternity. 
The night was coming when no man 
could work; and therefore they ought 
to exert themselves whilst it was called 
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4¢+¢o day.” But more particularly such 
Anniversaries should remind them to be 
grateful to God for the success that he 
had given to the exertions of this and 
other Societies,—Societies which were 
going on to give spiritual emancipation 
to those who as yet were walking in the 
valley of the shadow of death. Let 
them look at the vast plains of India, at 
the neglected shores of the Mediter- 
ranean, at the Northern tribes of Amer- 
ica, and let them think how much there 
still remained to be done ; though there 
was no cause for despair, for it was 
written,—** They shall come from the 
East and from the West, from the North 
and irom the South, and shall sit down 
in the kingdom of heaven.” It was 
true, indeed, that many years, perhaps 
ages, must elapse before all this could 
be accomplished,—before the mistaken 
inhabitants of China, Tartary, Japan, 
and all those on the shores of the Pacific, 
should hear the glad tidings of Christ. 
They were not, however, to flag in their 
exertions, or to stay to argue the poiut ; 
while they were doing that, all these 
would be gradually descending into eter- 
nity Cold and callous hearts might 
suppose the case hopeless; but they 
should remember that all was in the 
hands of God. The knowledge of the 
Gospel had not been given us to hide 
under a bushel, but to disseminate to the 
most distant portions of the globe. The 
worthy Alderman concluded by moving, 
“ That the Report now read be received 
and printed ; and that the Meeling unites 
in thanksgivings to Almighty God, for 
the success which he has been pleased to 
vouchsafe to the efforis of the Soctety 
throughout the past year.” 

The REV. ROBERT NEWTON, who 
seconded the First Resolution, spoke as 
follows :— 

“J cheerfully rise, and, with unaf- 
fected cordiality, second the Resolution, 
which the worthy Alderman has just 
proposed ; and J do this, not with less 
pleasure because I am associated in it 
with a member of the venerable Es- 
tablished Church of our country. 

“It is indeed Mr. Chairman and chris- 
tian friends, no low or unworthy design 
you contemplate, no frivolous er inglo- 
rious object that you wish instrumentally 
to promote. The widest possible diffu- 
sion of the light and benefits of our 
common Christianity ; the communica- 
tion of the keowledee of the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom he bath 
Sent to perishing millions of our race, 
who are sitting in darkness and the re- 
gion of the valley of the shadow of 
death ;—this is the object you wish to 
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realize ; a lower object you dq not, you 
cannot, contemplate. A design more 
gioriaus, more momentous, surely can- 
not possibly engage the attention or oc- 
cupy the thoughts, or interest the feel- 
ings, or call forth the energies, of buman 
beings in the present world. I have, 
however, Sir, within a few weeks, met 
with some persons who, while they ad- 
mit the importance of the object, and 
applaud the zeal and liberality of those 
who are engaged in promoting it, and 
even themselves profess to be firmly at- 
tached to the Missionary work, have yet 
repeatedly adverted to difficulties; and 
to difficulties, in their estimation, all but 
absolutely insuperable. That there are 
even formidable difficulties connected 
with our object is most readily admit- 
ted ; still, in the great work in which we 
are engaged, we distinguish between 
difficulties and tmpossibilities. Difficult 
the work may be; difficult it will be ; 
but impossible it is not. On this subject, 
let it not be forgotten that there is a pre- 
vious question. We are not to ask what 
is attended with difficulty ; but what is 
duty. That duty is determined by law; 
aid if it is from law that we are to Jearn 
duty, the law has already been stated by 
the worthy Alderman who moved the 
Resolution. Sir, we ought never to for- 
get the language of our great Master, 
which is imperative, and which renders 
obedience indispensable. ‘Go,’ is the 
language he addressed to his disciples, 
under circumstances of peculiar soleni- 
nity ; standing on the threshold of this 
world, and addressing his disciples, as 
he was about to re-ascend his throne in 
heaven; “Go ye,’ said he, ‘into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.’ This is language into which 
he has infused a portion of his own sa- 
cred energy ; and which our bearts still 
feel, while its accents vibrate on our ears. 
This on command has never been re- 
voked ; it is still binding on the Minis- 
ters and people of Jesus Christ ; as his 
law is express authority, our duty is 
clear; and were difficulties ten thousand 
times more numerous and formidable 
than they are, still because the Great 
Head of the Church has commanded ns 
to engage in them, it would be our duty 
to do so with all our might; because the 
greater the difficulty, the greater neces- 
sity for diligence, and activity, and zeal. 
Sir, it is dastardly to desert a cause be- 
cause there are difficulties in it ; true zeal 
and true courage will always rise with 
those difficulties which become the occa- 
sion of calling them into exercise ; be- 
sides, what are the difficulties that will 
ultimately stand against perseverance ; 
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against persevering faith, persevering pa- 
tience, persevering charity, and persever- 
ing‘prayer? This kind of perseverance 
will surmount all the difficulties which 
may now look us in the face. Besides, 
were we left to encounter those varied 
difficulties, to which reference has been 
made in the Report, in our own strength, 
then, indeed, it would be time to pause ; 
then indeed we might despair ; but, Sir, 
he who calls us to this work, engages to 
be with us in it; he who says, ‘ Go into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature,’ promises his presence 
with his servants, ‘Lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the world.’ 

The REV. H. TOWNLEY, Missionary 
from Bengal, ia moving the Second Re- 
solution, said, 

“You have heard that in India the 
inhabitants are divided into a variety of 
castes. Whentwo Hindoos meet for the 
participation of food, one diligently in- 
quires of the other, ‘To what caste do 
you belong?’ He replies, perhaps, ‘I be- 
long to the Catre.’ The inquirer then 
rejoins, ‘Iam a Brahmin; stand away 


from me.’ The Catre asks anether, ‘To 


which caste do you belong?’ ‘I am a 
Vadri.’ ‘Then stand away from me.’ 
The Vadri asks another, ‘ To what caste 
do you belong?’ ‘f ama Sudri.’ ‘Then 


stand away from me.’ We have not so. 


acted to-day, for I perceive on this plat- 
form, and in this assembly, that we have 
amongst us Christians, if I may use the 
term, of all castes. Weare met together 
to participate in a celestial banquet, and 
i find that at this table there are those 
who belong to the caste of Baptists, of 
Independents, and of Churchmen, and I 
find also that Wesleyans have prepared 
the feast. This puts me in mind of the 
field of Juccernaut. There was a Brah- 
min in Calcutta who asked a European 
Gentleman, ‘ What is your order of So- 
ciety in Great Britain ; are you divided 
into castes, or do you eat and drink to- 
gether according to circumstances?’ The 
European Gentleman replied,‘ We deem 
it our honour to demean ourselves as 
brethren in the participation of food at 
one table, as Providence permits.’ The 
Brahmin replied, ‘ That appears to me to 
be an offence against good morals and 
good conduet.’ The Gentleman rejoin- 
ed, ‘I think I can prove to you by a 
practice of your own, that you are in 
error. How do you act in the field of 
Joccernaut? Do you not eat there 
with the lowest caste of India? There you 
know no distinction of caste, but all feed 
at one board.’ The Brahmin answered, 
‘I can screen myself from the imputation 
¥ou bring against us, for there we are in 








the presence of our God ; there Jucarr- 
NAUT is in our midst, and there we can 
feast together.’ ‘ Ah,’ said the Gentle- 
man, ‘And | can justify the Christian 
practice on your own principles, for we 
are every where in the presence of our 
God.’ Sir, that is a blessed precept of 
the divine volume, ‘ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.’ I have found the 
advantage of that precept in India: I 
have found it adapted to overthrow some 
of the strongest holds of Hindoo supersti- 
tion. I was conversing with a Brahmin 
one day respecting the relative morals of 
Hindoos and Christians; and he said, 
‘Qur religion is superior to yours. See 
what excellent fruits our religion pro- 
duces; see what saints we have amongst 
us Hindoos. Such a man was actuated 
by the principles of Hindooism ; he left 
wife, and children, and family, and ex- 
tensive property; he left every thing, 
and spent his life in a wood. Can you 
prodace such a saint as that ?’ I replied, 
that we should call him a very great sin- 
ner. ‘Upon what principle ?’ said he. I 
answered, ‘ God has given us two com- 
mandments, ‘ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength, and thy neighbour as 
thyself;” and your Hindoo saint, who 
went to live in a wood, as long as he 
lived there, was violating the second 
great commandment : for, forsaking his 
neighbours, and kindred, and friends, he 
could not render them any assistance ; 
he had no longer the opportunity of 
administering food to the hungry, and 
relieving the miserable; and can a man 
who is living a life of continued disobe- 
dience to one of God’s commandments 
be deemed a saint !’—I can abundantly 
confirm the statements which have been 
made respecting the wretched condition 
of pagans,whether as connected with this 
world, or destined to stand associated 
with the world to come. With regard 
to this world, having seen a variety of 
their sufferings, I have often had that 
passage of Scripture recalled to my at? 
tention, ‘ Their sorrows shall be. multi- 
plied that hasten after another God.’ 
‘They practise upon themselves a variety 
of tortures, and abound in the perpetra- 
tion of mutual deeds of cruelty ‘and 
bloodshed. Hindoos meet together to 
have iron hooks thrust into their backs, 
to be drawn up into the air, and to be 
swung round with great velocity. You 
may see in Calcutta Hindoos dancing 
about with iron spikes run through their 
tongues ; others with living snakes run 
through their sides and tongues ; and en- 
deavouring to outdo each other in those 
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deeds of iniquity. But they do not stop 
in these minor acts of eruelty ; but go on 
till they deprive each other even of life 
itself. Every year, thousands of them 
find a watery grave; others are buried 
alive; others are crushed to death by the 
ear of JugcernauT; and the most nu- 
merous class of all are put to death by 
the flames. It fell to my painful lot to 
see one woman burned alive; and the 
deed was committed by her own daugh- 
ter, with whom I remonstrated as well as 
with her mother, but to no good effect. 
The answer the young woman made was, 
‘It is the custom of the country, and 
what can I do?’ But it may well aggra- 
vate the poignancy of our sensibility, 
when we learn that these horrors are 
customary. Thus it appears by the offcial 
returns, that one widow is burned alive 
every fweive hours ; and this, Sir, has re- 
ference merely to British India, but does 
not include a great number of similar 
victiins who escape the observation of 
the police, or are not included in the 
returns. I should suppose that the real 
truth of the case is, that, taking the whole 
of India into the account, one is burned 
every FouR HOUKs. Surely, Sir, it is high 
time for us to be up, and doing some- 
thing, to send to them the knowledge of 
that Gospel which says, ‘Do thyself uo 
harm.’—It is the Gospel, Sir, and that 
alone, which can save the soul ; and this 
is the grand consideration upon which 
Missionary Societies must proceed. I 
saw a Hindoo in his dying moments ; he 
had been bronght to the margin of the 
Ganges to breathe his last. F said to him, 
‘Have you a good hope? Do you think 
of going to heaven? Do you think that 
the sight of the Ganges obliterates your 
sins, and that the worship of your gods 
has blotted out your transgressions?’ He 
said, ‘I have no confidence in all these 
things.’ ‘Do you then know,’ said I, ‘of 
any mode satisfactory to your own mind 
by which your transgressions can be for- 
given?’ ‘No, L know of none.” ‘Then 
what is the necessary consequence? Do 
you know you have sinned?’ ‘Of that I 
have no doubt.’ «Do you know that God 
punishes sin in hell?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Whei then 
is the inference?” ‘TI aw going to hell,’ 
he replied. I could not but drop a tear, 
when standing by the entrance of that 
dying man’s tent, who liad been brought 
to the river of their watery god, vainly 
hoping for salvation.—Iu India God has 
marvellously opened a dvor to our exer- 
tions, and no-man at present has an arm 
strong enough to shut it. The magistracy 
of Calcutta surpasses the magist:acy of 
some places in the West. I never met 
with the slightest opposition iu India in 
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the whole course of my ministry. The 
Governor-General of India, and other 
Governors, have repeatedly interfered in 
some parts of our operations; but always 
in a friendly manner; and sinee I left 
India, I have heard with great satisfac- 
tion, that the Government have resolved 
to augment the measure of their liberali- 
ty with reference to Hindoe sehools. Ht 
is well known that the Government have 
given leave to the Missionaries of various 
Societies to administer instruetion to the 
rising population; and lately, they have 
resolved to devote one hundred thousand 
rupees for that work; which sum (about 
ten thousand pounds sterling) they have 
given freely, to enlighten British India. 
I could add many things to confirm the 
statement of our having access to mil- 
lions of pagans. I travelled, for about a 
month, with a converted Brabmin whe 
had given himself to the promotion of 
the Gospel. We went to all the cities, 
and towns, and villages in our way up the 
river, and took our stations near market- 
places, and other public situations, and 
‘ preached the Gospel to every creature’ 
who would listen, none daring to make 
us afraid. We delivered our Tracts, 
which were received with considerable 
avidity. When we came to one village, 
we found ourselves in the neighbourhood 
of an idol-temple ; and even there, per- 
ceiving by the countenance of the people 
that they were willing to hear us, we took 
our station, the Brahmins and other Hin- 
doos amounting to fifty or a hundred. 
One of them said, while I was speaking, 
‘Pray, Sir, why do not you ascend the 
flight of steps leading up to the idol? 
There you will have a better station.’ I 
replied, ‘I could not think of doing it, 
because, peradventure, some might dis- 
approve.’ They replied, ‘ We shall not 
disapprove.’ I said, ‘You have Brah- 
mins among you, and if one individual 
disapprove, I will not ascend the stairs.’ 
‘Sir,’ said they, ‘we approve of it.’ 
Thus, from a situation close to that oc- 
cupied by the idol, I preached to them 
the cross of Christ.” Mr. Towntey 
concluded by moving,—“ That the still 
benighted and wretched condition of the 
greater part of the world, together, with 
the access to many millions of ils pagan 
inhabitants which Divine Providence has 
given to Missionary Societies, as well as 
the good already effected by their collective 
exertions, strongly call upon the friends of 
Missions, generally, to persevere, not only 
with unabated, but with quickened seal, 
in the great work of diffusing the know- 


ledge of Christ throughout all nations.” 
(To be cencluded in our next.) vee hgg 
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Obituary. 


Death of the Rev. Samugt Drarer.— Communicated by the Rev. Samoen Luckey, 


Beekman, Dutchess Ct. July 22, 1824. 
Dear Brotuer, 

I have just arrived in this circuit 
from Redding, and find the painful in- 
telligence which met me there to be 
correct. Brotuer Samvet Draper is 
dead! He had arrived within a few 
miles of his circuit, at the house of his 
old friend, Peter Power, in Amenia. 
Finding him seriously indisposed, the 
family called in a physician, who visited 
him a few times without considering his 
iliness imminently dangerous. On the 
7th instant, it was thought advisable to 
have counsel in his case. But before 
any was obtained, he sunk down in the 
arms of death, unexpectedly to his phy- 
sician, and the fnmily where he was, 


and, probably, to himself. He was near 
two hundred miles from his family, who 
were ignorant of the event; and the 
people on the circuit successively as- 
sembled at his several appointments, 
anxiously looking for their new preach- 
er, little thinking that he whom they 
expected to declare to them the word of 
life, was in the eternal world. His 
principal concern during his sickness 
was about his circuit. 

{Brother Drarer’s age was about for- 
ty-seven. He has left a bereaved wife, 
and six children.] 

Yours, &c. 
SamMveL Lucgey. 

Rev. N. Banos. 
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Poetry. 


From the “ Matins and Vespers” of Mr. Bownina. 


**¢ Let not your hearts be troubled, but confide 

Fn me as ye confide in God ; I go 

A mansion for my followers tu provide. 

My Father’s heavenly dwelling is supplied 

With many mansions ;—I had told ye so, 

Were there not room ;—I hasten to prepare 

Your seats,—and soon will come again, and say 

Be welcome :—where your Lord inhabits, there, 

Thereshould bis followers be; ye knew the way— 

I am the way, the truth, the life. —’T was thus 

The Saviour spoke—and in that blessed road, 

What flow’rets grow, what sunbeams shine on us, 

All glowing with the brightness of our God! 

Heaven seems to open round, the earth is still, 

Asif to sanctify us for the skies ; 

All tending to the realms where blessing lies, 

And joy and gladness, up the eternal hill. 

As the heaven-guided prophet, when his eyes 

Stretch’d wearied o’er the peaceful promised 
land, 

Even as he stood on Canaan’s shores, we stand. 


4 


“O night! how beautiful thy golden dress, 
On which so many stars like gems are strew’d ; 
So mild and modest in thy loveliness, 

So bright, so glorious in thy solitude. 

The soul soars upwards on its holy wings, 

Thro’ thy vast ocean. paths of light sublime, 
Visits a thousand yet unravelled things ; 

And, if its memories look to earthly time 

And earthly interests, tis as ina dream— 

For earth and earthly things but shadows seem; 
While heaven is substance, and eternity. 

This is Thy temple, Lord! ‘tis worthy Thee, 


‘ » And:ip it thou hast many a lamp suspended, 


That zles not, but lights resplendeatly ; 


And there Thy court is—there Thy court, at- 
tended 

By myriad, myriad messengers—the song 

Of countless and melodious harps is beard, 

Sweeter than rill, or stream, or vernal bird, 

The dark and melancholy woods among. 

And golden worlds in that wide temple glow, 

And roll in brightness, in their orbits vast ; 

And there the future ming'es with the past, 

Av unbeginning, an unending now. 

“ Death ! they may call thee what they will, 

but thou 

Art lovely in my eyes—thy thoughts to me 

No terr.ir bring ; but -ilence and repose, 

And pleasing dreams, and soft serenity. 

Thou wear’st a wreath where many a wild 
flower blows ; 


_ And breezes of the south play round thy throne; 


And thou art visited by the calm bright moon: 

And the gay spring her emerald mautie throws 

Over thy bosom: every year renews 

Thy grassy turf, while man beneath it sleeps; 

Evening still bathes it with its gentle dews, 

Which every morn day’s glorious monarch 
sweeps 

With his gay smile away:—and so we lie, 

Gathered in the storehouse of mortality. 

That storebouse overflows with heavenly seed ; 

And, planted by th’ Eterual Husbandman, 

Watered and watched, it shall hereatter breed 

A progeny of strength, no numbers can 

Or reach or reckon. It shail people heaven : 

Fili up the thrones of angels ;—it shali found 

A kingdom, knowing nor decay nor bound, 

Built on the base by Gospel promise given.” 





